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ZIVALSKI OSTANKI IZ NASELBINE NA MOSTU NA SOCI:
VPOGLED V DRUZBENO KOMPLEKSNOST
ZELEZNODOBNE SKUPNOSTI
V JUGOVZHODNOALPSKEM PROSTORU

ANIMAL REMAINS FROM THE SETTLEMENT AT MOST
NA SOCI: INSIGHTS INTO THE SOCIAL COMPLEXITY
OF AN IRON AGE COMMUNITY
IN THE SOUTH-EASTERN ALPS

Borut TOSKAN, Lészlé BARTOSIEWICZ

Izkopavanja na najdi$¢u Most na Sodi, ki jih je v
sedemdesetih in osemdesetih letih prej$njega stoletja pod
vodstvom Draga Svolj$aka izvajal Goriski muzej,! so dala
ve¢ kot 15.000 zivalskih ostankov. Pretezni del gradiva
sodi v mlajse hal$tatsko obdobje, nekaj deset primerkov
pa izvira iz bronastodobnih oziroma latenskodobnih
kontekstov. Izmed dobrih deset arheozoolosko raziskanih
zeleznodobnih najdis¢ s Slovenskega? sodi Most na Soci
med tista z najbogatejsim in torej najzanimivejsim zbirom
kostnih najdb.® Zatorej ne preseneca, da so bili rezultati
preliminarne arheozoologke analize objavljeni zgolj leto
dni po zaklju¢ku izkopavanj.* V navedenem prispevku
so predstavljene favnisti¢na sestava gradiva, tehnike raz-
kosavanja Zivalskih trupov in zastopanost posameznih
skeletnih elementov, v sklepnem delu pa so orisane $e
poglavitne znacilnosti tedanjih lokalnih Zivinorejskih
praks.® Zal poglobljenejsih arheozoologkih raziskav
vse odtlej ni bilo, predvsem zaradi znatnega zamika v
pripravi celovite arheoloske $tudije najdis¢a. Nenaslov-
ljeni sta tako ostali tudi vedno zanimivi problematiki
socialne razslojenosti in funkcionalne raznolikosti te-
danjega prebivalstva, za kateri je znano, da pomembno
odsevata praviloma prav v arheozoolo$kem zapisu.®

! Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 25-36.

2 Glej npr. Toskan, Dirjec 2010, sl. 6, in tam navedeni viri.

3 Cf. Bokonyi 1994; Toskan, Dirjec 2010; 2013.

4 Bartosiewicz 1985; za porotilo o rimskodobni favni z
istega najdisca glej Bartosiewicz 1986.

> Bartosiewicz 1985, 117-119.

6 Glej npr. Politis, Sanders 2002; Marti-Gradel et al. 2004;
Maltby 2006; Toskan, Dirjec 2010; Albarella, Trentacoste

The excavations at Most na Soci (Posocje region,
western Slovenia) that the Goriski muzej conducted
between 1971 and 1984 under the leadership of Drago
Svoljdak! yielded over 15,000 pieces of animal remains.
The bulk of the faunal assemblage dates to the Late
Hallstatt period, small shares also to the Bronze Age and
the La Téne period. Among a good dozen of archaeo-
zoologically studied Iron Age assemblages from the area
of present-day Slovenia,” it certainly qualifies among the
richest and most important.® The results of a preliminary
archaeozoological analysis were already published within
a year after the conclusion of excavations,* providing a
comprehensive overview of the faunal composition, the
butchering techniques and the skeletal part representation
data per most important taxa. The final part also offered
an outline of the general characteristics of the local ani-
mal keeping practices.” Unfortunately, a more detailed
archaeozoological investigation had to be postponed to a
time when the archaeological contexts could be properly
evaluated. This also holds true for the ever-interesting
topic of social stratification and functional differentia-
tion of the population, which are known to often be very
clearly reflected in the archaeozoological data.’ Here, an

! Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 25-36.

2 See e.g. Toskan, Dirjec 2010, Fig. 6 with references.

3 Cf. Bokonyi 1994; Toskan, Dirjec 2010; 2013.

4 Bartosiewicz 1985; for the preliminary report on the
Roman Age fauna from the same site see Bartosiewicz 1986.

5> Bartosiewicz 1985, 117-119.

6 See e.g. Politis, Sanders 2002; Marti-Grédel et al. 2004;
Maltby 2006; Toskan, Dirjec 2010; Albarella, Trentacoste
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Vrzel, ki je zaradi velikega pomena Mosta na Soc¢i v
okviru Zeleznodobnega Posodja’ $e toliko izrazitejsa,
skusamo zapolniti s predstavitvijo rezultatov prvega
poskusa celovite analize razpr$enosti arheozoologkih
najdb v prostoru in ¢asu za to najdisce.

METODE IN GRADIVO

Zascitna izkopavanja na Mostu na Soc¢i so potekala
med letoma 1971 in 1984. V tem casu so bili raziska-
ni ostanki 36 prazgodovinskih hi$, odto¢ni kanali in
poti skozi naselje. K temu je treba dodati 32 obmocij
z razpr$enimi sledmi poselitve, kjer stavbni ostanki
niso bili dokumentirani, vendar pa rusevinske plasti
in posami¢ne najdbe kazejo, da so se tudi tod odvijale
naselbinske aktivnosti.®

Zbrano arheozoolosko gradivo, ki skupaj vklju¢uje
ve¢ kot 15.000 najdb, je bilo v celoti pobrano ro¢no. To
med drugim pomeni, da je delez manjsih (odlomkov)
kosti in zob do neke mere podcenjen, saj je tak$ne
primerke med izkopavanji pogosto tezko opaziti.” Pri
taksonomskem opredeljevanju najdb sta bili v pomo¢
Studijska osteologka zbirka Instituta za arheologijo ZRC
SAZU in specializirana podro¢na literatura.!® Razliko-
vanje med divjim prasi¢em (Sus scrofa) in domacim
prasi¢em (Sus domesticus) je bilo opravljeno na podlagi
velikosti posameznih bolje ohranjenih kosti in zob. Isti
pristop je bil uporabljen pri poskusu prepoznavanja
ostankov tura (Bos primigenius) in volka (Canis lupus).!!
Taksonomsko opredeljevanje je zajelo vse skeletne ele-
mente z izjemo reber. Ostanki slednjih so bili namesto
tega razvr$éeni med dva ad hoc oblikovana velikostna
razreda in sicer “mali rastlinojedi” in “veliki rastlinojedi”.
Drugi brzcas vkljucujejo predvsem ostanke goveda, med
najdbami iz razreda “mali rastlinojedi” pa domnevno
prevladujejo ostanki drobnice.

Kvantitativne primerjave med taksoni so bile
izvedene na podlagi podatkov o §tevilu opredeljenih
ostankov (Number of Identified Specimens; NISP'2). Pri
tem so bili odlomki, ki jih je bilo mogoce z zanesljivostjo
pripisati isti kosti (npr. odlomki med izkopavanji zdrob-
ljene kosti), obravnavani kot ena najdba (tj. NISP = 1).
Izjemoma je bila koli¢ina ostankov posameznega ske-
letnega elementa podana tudi z indeksom “najmanjse
Stevilo elementov” (Minimum Number of Elements;
MNE!"3). Pri tem so bile - ob podatkih o0 anatomski strani

2011; Russell 2012; Roder et al. 2013; Wilkins, Nadeau 2015.

7 Glej tu Dular, Tecco Hvala, 9-145.

8 Za poglobljen vpogled v najdii¢e in metodologijo te-
renskega raziskovanja glej SvoljSak, Dular 2016.

° Cf. Toskan 2015.

10 Olsen 1960; Boessneck, Miiller, Teichert 1964; Callou
1997; Ambros, Hilpert 2005; Zeder, Pilaar 2010.

11 Zollitsch 1969; Payne, Bull 1988; Bokonyi 1995.

12 Grayson 1984.

13 Lyman 1999, 102-104.
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attempt is made to illuminate some of these topics by
providing the first assessment of the spatial and temporal
variation in the distribution of animal bone finds at Most
na Sodi, a regional centre that undoubtedly played a major
role in the settlement pattern of Posocje.’

METHOD AND MATERIAL

The here considered rescue excavations at Most na
Socirevealed the remains of over three dozen prehistoric
buildings, drainage canals, a drainage ditch and a path
through the settlement, as well as over 30 locations of
dispersed habitation traces where only layers of debris
and individual finds indicative of habitation activities
survived.®

All of the over 15,000 faunal remains were col-
lected manually, which resulted in an underestimated
contribution of smaller bones, teeth and bone/tooth
fragments.® For the present study, the material was
taxonomically identified consulting the reference collec-
tion at the Institute of Archaeology ZRC SAZU, as well
as specialised literature.!® Differentiation between wild
boar (Sus scrofa) and domestic pig (Sus domesticus) was
attempted based on the size of individual bone/tooth.
The same criterion was used to distinguish the rare
aurochs (Bos primigenius) and wolf (Canis lupus) finds
from those of cattle and dog, respectively.!! In taxonomic
identification, remains of all skeletal elements but ribs
were routinely taken into consideration. In contrast, ribs
were only allocated to one of the two ad hoc size classes
defined as ‘large herbivores” and ‘small herbivores. Most
(all?) of the finds included in ‘large herbivores™ class
are belived to belong to calttle, while among the ‘small
herbivores’ remains teeth and bones of sheep and goat
predominate.

Qualitative between-taxa comparisons were
performed using the number of identified specimens
(NISP!?) as entry data. In calculating NISP, the frag-
ments that undoubtedly belonged to the same bone
(e.g. fragments of bones broken during excavations)
were counted as a single specimen (i.e. NISP = 1). Al-
ternatively, the minimum number of elements (MNE'?)
was also calculated. In studying the representation of
individual anatomical regions of the animal body (ex-
pressed in terms of NISP), the various skeletal elements
were divided into three categories based on the quality

2011; Russell 2012; Roder et al. 2013; Wilkins, Nadeau 2015.

7 See here Dular, Tecco Hvala, 9-145.

8 For detailed information as regards the site and the
fieldwork methodology see Svolj$ak, Dular 2016.

° Cf. Toskan 2015.

10 Olsen 1960; Boessneck, Miiller, Teichert 1964; Callou
1997; Ambros, Hilpert 2005; Zeder, Pilaar 2010.

11 Zollitsch 1969; Payne, Bull 1988; Bokényi 1995.

12 Grayson 1984.

13 Lyman 1999, 102-104.
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(levo : desno) — upostevane Se ugotovitve o velikosti po-
sameznih najdb in starosti pripadajoc¢ih Zivali ob poginu
(npr. za skupek leve stegnenice teleta in desne stegnenice
odraslega goveda velja MNE = 2). V okviru analize za-
stopanosti posameznih skeletnih elementov so bili ti na
podlagi kvalitete in koli¢ine mesa na pripadajo¢ih delih
zivalskega telesa razvr§ceni v tri kategorije: kategorijo A
(vklju¢uje ostanke vretenc, lopatic, nadlahtnic, medenic
in stegnenic), kategorijo B (vklju¢uje najdbe lobanj, spo-
dnjih ¢eljustnic, koZeljnic, komol¢nic in golenic) ter ka-
tegorijo C (vklju¢uje izolirane zobe in ostanke zgornjih
¢eljustnic, dlanénic, zapestnih kosti, stopalnic, nartnih
kosti in prstnic). Starost ob zakolu je bila ocenjena na
podlagi stopnje obrabe Zvekalne povrsine ko¢nikov.!
Zajem metri¢nih podatkov je bil opravljen v skladu s
smernicami, ki jih je objavila Angela von den Driesch.!®

Izkopavanja na Mostu na So¢i so razkrila ostanke
36 zeleznodobnih hig (sI. 13).1° Slo je za lesene stavbe s
kamnitimi temelji. Proti jugu nagnjen teren je od gradi-
teljev zahteval zemeljske posege, saj je bilo treba prostor
bodo¢ih stavbi$¢ najprej poravnati in pravilno usmeriti.
Pomembna znadilnost pososkega stavbarstva je gradnja
drenaznih zidov. Te so postavljali ob vkope gradbenih
jam in s tem preprecili, da bi prisla zemljina v neposre-
den stik s stenami hi$. Vecina stavb je bila v ¢asu trajanja
naselbine poskodovana ali povsem unicena v pozarih,
zato so bile enkrat ali dvakrat celovito obnovljene.!”
V tem prispevku so posamezne tak$ne gradbene faze
prikazane z navedbo $tevilke hise in ustrezne gradbene
faze, pri ¢emer oba podatka lo¢uje posSevnica (npr. hisa
15/1 se nana$a na prvo gradbeno fazo hise 15'8).

Skupno je bilo v okviru tukaj predstavljene $tudije
analiziranih 15.205 zivalskih ostankov, ki ve¢inoma pri-
padajo sesalcem. Prepoznanih je bilo najmanj 16 razli¢nih
vrst (tab. 1), vendar bi v gradivu utegnila biti zastopana
tudi volk (Canis lupus) in $e ena pti¢ja vrsta poleg kokosi
(Aves). Pretezni del gradiva datira v mlaj$e halstatsko
obdobje (6.—4. stoletje pr. n. §t. oziroma kulturne stopnje
Sv. Lucija IIa, IIb in Ilc), manjsina pa je bila pobrana iz
kontekstov mlajse bronaste dobe (14.-13. stoletje pr. n. §t.)
in latenske dobe (pozno 2. in 1. stoletje pr. n. §t. oziroma
kulturna stopnja Sv. Lucija IV).!® Priblizno petine zbra-
nih Zzivalskih najdb ni bilo mogoce natan¢neje ¢asovno
opredeliti. V tem poglavju bo podrobneje predstavljeno
zgolj gradivo iz mlajSega halstatskega obdobja.

Zivalske ostanke z Mosta na So¢i hrani Goriski
muzej v Novi Gorici.

14 Payne 1973; 1985; Grant 1982; Greenfield, Arnold
2008; Lemoine et al. 2014.

15 Von den Driesch 1976.

16 Glej tudi Svoljsak, Dular 2016.

17" Za podrobnosti glej Svolj$ak, Dular 2016, in tu Svolj-
sak, 171.

18 Za kronolosko opredelitev posameznih gradbenih faz
glej tu Dular, 147-166.

19 Glej tu Dular, 147-166.
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and quantity of meat: Category A (remains of verte-
brae, scapulae, humeri, pelvises and femora), Category
B (skull fragments, as well as fragments of mandibles,
radii and tibiae) and Category C (maxillary fragments,
isolated teeth, metacarpals, metatarsals, carpals, tarsals
and phalanges). Age-at-death was assessed considering
tooth-wear data.!* Measurements were taken according
to von den Driesch.!®

The excavations at Most na Soci unearthed, either
entirely or partially, the remains of 36 Iron Age build-
ings (Fig. 13).!1° These were wooden structures with
stone foundations. Since the terrain in the settlement
inclines slightly, earthworks consisting in excavating a
construction pit with a leveled ground were required
prior to construction. A prominent feature of the houses
is the presence of drainage walls, which were erected
along the walls of the construction pit to prevent the
earth from coming into direct contact with the wooden
walls. Most houses show traces of repair, usually inter-
preted as renovations following fire damage.!” During
renovations (Construction Phase 2), in most cases the
same construction pits were reused and the debris of
the first construction phase levelled so as to prepare the
ground. The construction phases of houses are marked
with the number of the respective construction phase
added after the house number (e.g. House 15/1 stands
for the first construction phase of House 15'%).

A total of 15,205 animal remains were considered
in the analysis, most of which belonged to mammals. Of
non-mammal taxa, two bone fragments of domestic hen
(Gallus domesticus) and one ascribed to an amphibian
(Amphibia) are to be mentioned. No less than 16 spe-
cies were reliably identified (Tab. I), while wolf (Canis
lupus) and a bird species other than domestic hen (Gallus
domesticus) may also be present. The great majority of
finds date to the Late Hallstatt period (64t centuries
BC; the Sv. Lucija Ia, IIb and Ilc phases), small shares
to the Late Bronze Age (14"-13™ centuries BC) and the
Late La Téne period (late 2" and 1% centuries BC; the Sv.
Lucija IV phase),'® while about a fifth of the recovered
animal remains are chronologically undetermined. In
this contribution, only the Late Hallstatt finds are pre-
sented in detail.

The faunal remains from Most na So¢i are kept in
the Goriski muzej in Nova Gorica.

14 Payne 1973; 1985; Grant 1982; Greenfield, Arnold
2008; Lemoine et al. 2014.

15 Von den Driesch 1976.

16 Also see Svoljsak, Dular 2016.

17 For details see Svolj$ak, Dular 2016 and here Svoljsak,
171.

18 For the chronological attribution of individual houses
see here Dular, 147-166.

19 See here Dular, 147—166.
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Zelezna doba )
Takson Bronasta doba Tron Age Neopredeljeno SKUPA]
Taxon Bronze Age Non-defined TOTAL
NISP % NISP,,

Bos taurus 20 2049 37,0% 694 2763
Caprinae 32 2831 51,1% 812 3675
Sus cf. domesticus 30 557 10,0% 117 704
Canis familiaris 2 16 0,3% 3 21
Equus caballus 8 0,1% 1 9
Cervus elaphus 53 1,0% 11 64
Capreolus capreolus 3 <0,1% 3
Bos primigenius 1 <0,1% 1
Lepus europaeus 2 <0,1% 2 4
Sus cf. scrofa 15 0,3% 15
Martes martes 1 <0,1% 1
Vulpes vulpes 3 <0,1% 3
Ursus arctos 1 <0,1% 1 2
Bos sp. 1 <0,1% 4 5
Canis sp. 1 <0,1% 1
> Mammalia 84 5542 1645 7271
Gallus domesticus 1 1 2
X Aves 2 2 4
> Amphibia 1 1
Indeterminatus 6221 1708 7929

Tab. 1: Zivalski ostanki z Mosta na Soci, pridobljeni med za§¢itnimi izkopavanji v letih 1971-1984.
Tab. I: Faunal remains from Most na So¢i unearthed during the 1971-1984 rescue excavations.

ARHEOZOOLOSKI PODATKI: PREGLED

Skoraj polovica vseh taksonomsko opredeljenih
zivalskih kosti in zob z Mosta na So¢i pripada drobnici,
pri ¢emer je ovca (Ovis aries) nekoliko bolje zastopana
od koze (Capra hircus). Izmed skoraj 600 najdb, ki jih
je bilo mogoce dolo¢iti vse do ravni vrste, jih je bilo
prvi pripisanih 349, drugi pa le 216. Podobno razmer-
je podaja ze Bartosiewicz v prvi preliminarni objavi
favnisti¢nega gradiva z Mosta na So¢i,?° z manjs$imi
odstopanyji, ki jih kaze ve¢inoma pripisati nedavnim po-
pravkom kronologkega okvirja posameznih kontekstov.
Podoben gospodarski pomen kot drobnica je verjetno
imelo tudi govedo. Po stevilu najdb sicer za ovco/kozo
bistveno zaostaja, vendar je lahko njegova masa tudi
za 15- do 20-krat presegala maso drobnice. Prasi¢ je
bistveno slabse zastopan, kar gre v pomembni meri
pripisati specifi¢nim znacilnostim tamkaj$njega okolja.
Ozke re¢ne doline, obdane s strmimi pobo¢ji okoliskih
hribov in gora, pradi¢ereji namre¢ niso naklonjene.?!

Preostale zivalske vrste - tako domestikati kot
divjad - so zastopane z majhnim $tevilom najdb. To se-
veda ne pomeni, da je bil njihov pomen v tedanji druzbi
nujno skromen. Nasprotno! Dobro je znano, da je bil

20 Bartosiewicz 1985, 107-114.
21 Bartosiewicz 1985, 109; Toskan, Dirjec 2010, 105;
2011, 362-364.

ARCHAEOZOOLOGICAL DATA: AN OVERVIEW

Almost half of the taxonomically identified animal
remains at Most na Soci belong to caprines, with sheep
(Ovis aries) being slightly more abundant than goat
(Capra hircus). More precisely, of the almost 600 teeth and
bones identified to the level of species, 349 were ascribed
to the former and 216 to the latter. The results resemble
those already published by Bartosiewicz,2® with slight dif-
ferences mostly related to corrections in the chronological
framework of individual contexts. Although numerically
less well represented, cattle seem to have been a similarly
important source of meat. The latter is especially true in
regard to cattle body size, which may be 15-20 times
larger than that of sheep and goat. Pig was significantly
less abundant, which is thought to reflect the local envi-
ronment as the narrow and relatively steep river banks in
Posodje are not suitable for pig husbandry.?!

The remaining animal species - both wild and
domestic - are fairly uncommon. This is not necessarily
an indication of a marginal role. On the contrary! It is
well-known that horse, for instance, served as a status
symbol for the elites. The latter is most evident in the
regionally widespread custom of burying large, possibly

20 Bartosiewicz 1985, 107-114.
21 Bartosiewicz 1985, 109; Toskan, Dirjec 2010, 105;
2011, 362-364.
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SI. 1: Izbor konjskih ostankov z Mosta na Soci: 1 in 2 - zgornji li¢nik/ko¢nik, hisa 31; 3 - spodnji tretji kocnik (M,), hisa 12/1;
4 — dlan¢nica, hi$a 12/1; 5 - dlan¢nica, hi$a 1/2. (Foto: D. Valoh)
Fig. I: Selection of horse remains from Most na Soci: 1 & 2 — upper check-teeth, House 31; 3 - third lower molar (M,), House
12/1; 4 - metacarpal bone, House 12/1; 5 — metacarpal bone, House 1/2. (Photo: D. Valoh)

konj zelo pomemben socialni simbol tedanje elite. To
se najocitneje kaze v $irse razsirjeni praksi Zrtvovanja in
pokopa velikih, brz¢as uvozenih predstavnikov te vrste v
povezavi s pokopi socialno izstopajoc¢ih posameznikov,
tudi poglavarjev lokalnih skupnosti.?? Najdbe so¢asnih
naselbinskih ostankov so bistveno redkej$e in domnevno
pripadajo manj cenjenim lokalno vzrejenim delovnim
konjem.?* V okviru Mosta na So¢i so bili ekvidni ostanki
odkriti tako v nekropoli?* kot tudi naselbini. Zbir na-
selbinskih najdb vklju¢uje zgolj izolirane zobe in kosti
spodnjega dela nog (tj. dlan¢nice/stopalnice, zapestne/
nartne kosti in prstnice). Zanesljivo Zeleznodobnih
primerkov je vsega skupaj le osem (sl I). Najdbe so
razmeroma enakomerno razprsene med domnevne
stanovanjske hise in delavnice (pril. 4). Naselbinski
konjski ostanki z Mosta na So¢i se v velikosti (tab. 2)
priblizujejo okvirno so¢asnim primerkom z grobi$¢ na
Magdalenski gori na Dolenjskem.?

Skromno $tevilo najdb je znacilno tudi za psa.
Ugotovitev ni presenetljiva in se v celoti ujema s stanjem
na drugih najdis¢ih v regiji.?® Piclost pasjih kosti med
kuhinjskimi ostanki z Mosta na So¢i bi utegnila biti

22 Dular 2007; Kmetova 2013.

23 Bokonyi 1994, 200.

24 Marchesetti 1893.

2 Bokonyi 1968, 56.

26 Skvor Jernejéic, Toskan, v tisku, Tab. 3.
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imported specimens alongside socially outstanding indi-
viduals.?? Coeval equid finds from settlements are much
rarer and seem to represent the remains of less valued
and significantly smaller, locally bred working animals.??
At Most na Soci, horse remains are known from both
the necropolis?* and the settlement. In the latter case,
only isolated teeth and lower leg bones (i.e. metapodials,
carpals/tarsals and phalanges) were identified, with the
total number of specimens reliably dated to either the
Late Hallstatt or La Tene periods being as low as eight
(Fig. 1). These finds seem equally distributed between
the presumed residential units and workshops (App. 4).
Metrically (Tab. 2), the horse finds from the Most na So¢i
settlement resemble those from roughly coeval burials
at Magdalenska gora, approx. 70 km to the southeast.?

Dog was probably fairly uncommon as well. Such
an observation does not come as a surprise, being per-
fectly in line with what has been observed elsewhere in
the region.?® At Most na So¢i, the lack of dog bones in
the kitchen waste may be seen as an indication of mainly
keeping these animals and/or burying their carcasses

22 Dular 2007; Kmetova 2013.

23 Bokonyi 1994, 200.

24 Marchesetti 1893.

2 Bokonyi 1968, 56.

26 Skvor Jernejéic, Toskan, in press, Tab. 3.
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Lokacija Skeletni element Dimenzija Izmerek
Location Skeletal element Dimension Measurement
. Dolzina 36,0 mm
Hisa 1/2 Length
Dens (P,) =
House 1/2 2 Sirina 2.5
Breadth > mm
Hisa 2 Sirina distalnega dela
House 2 Metacarpus Breadth of distal end 41,5 mm
Dolzina 13,5 mm
Length
Dens (M,) =
Sirina 29.5 mm
Breadth ’
Higa 12 Sirina proksimalnega dela
House 12 Breadth of proximal end 44,5 mm
Debelina proksimalnega dela
Metacarpus Depth of proximal end 29,5 mm
Najmanjsa debelina diafize 325 mm
Smallest breadth of diaphysis ’

Tab. 2: Metri¢ni podatki za konjske ostanke z Mosta na Soci.
Tab. 2: Metric data for horse remains from Most na So¢i.

povezana z odlo¢itvijo o zadrZevanju (in torej pokopa-
vanju) vecine teh zivali zunaj naselbine, kjer jih je clovek
pravzaprav tudi uporabljal (npr. varovanje ¢red, njiv
ipd.).?” Vsaj na nacelni ravni je ob tem treba dopustiti
tudi moznost obstoja dolo¢enih omejitev pri uzivanju
pasjega (ter tudi konjskega) mesa, sploh glede na po-
membno vlogo teh Zivali v tedanjih pogrebnih ritualih
na $irSem obmo¢ju jugovzhodnih in vzhodnih Alp.?

Divjad je v analiziranem gradivu zastopana z jele-
nom (Cervus elaphus), srnjakom (Capreolus capreolus),
turom (Bos primigenius), poljskim zajcem (Lepus europa-
eus), kuno zlatico (Martes martes), lisico (Vulpes vulpes),
rjavim medvedom (Ursus arctos) in divjim prasi¢em
(Sus scrofa). Zanesljivo razlikovanje med slednjim in
domacim prasi¢em je tezavno, vendar je bilo 15 najdb na
podlagi njihove izstopajoce velikosti pogojno vendarle
pripisanih divjemu prasi¢u. Metri¢ni podatki so odigrali
klju¢no vlogo tudi pri opredelitvi ostankov tura (tab. 3),
ki je v gradivu zastopan z odlomkom lopatice (sl. 2) in
morda delom razmeroma robustne roznice (debelina
stene > 9 mm). Moznost, da bi lopatica pripadala zobru
(Bison bonasus), je bilo mogoce na podlagi ve¢ morfo-
loskih specifik navedene kosti z zanesljivostjo ovre¢i.?
Tezavnejsi je poskus opredelitve odlomka kanidne
zgornje Celjustnice s prisotnim P* (sl 2), saj bi lahko
pripadala manjsemu volku ali ve¢jemu psu (dolzina P4 =
20,0 mm; $irina P* = 10,5 mm).3°

Seznam ostankov, ki ne pripadajo sesalcem, vklju-
¢uje zgolj dve pticji kosti, od katerih ena pripada kokosi
(Gallus domesticus). Piclost pti¢jih najdb jasno prica o

27 Bartosiewicz 1985, 109.

28 Riedel 1977; Tagliacozzo 1998; Skvor Jernej¢ic, Tos-
kan, v tisku.

29 Qlsen 1960, 9.

30 Cf. Zollitsch 1969.
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off-site.?” There may also have been dietary restrictions
in relation to cynophagy (as well as hyppophagy), espe-
cially if considering the seemingly notable role of these
animals in the local funerary practice.?®

Game is represented by red deer (Cervus elaphus),
roe deer (Capreolus capreolus), aurochs (Bos primige-
nius), hare (Lepus europaeus), European pine marten
(Martes martes), fox (Vulpes vulpes), brown bear (Ursus
arctos) and wild boar (Sus scrofa). It is often difficult to
reliably differentiate between wild boar and domestic
pig, but 15 specimens are large enough to be tentatively
ascribed to wild boar. Likewise, metric data were decisive
for the identification of aurochs (Tab. 3), represented
in the assemblage by a fragmented scapula (Fig. 2)
and perhaps by part of a horn core with its wall depth
exceeding 9 mm. The possibility of the scapula belong-
ing to European bison (Bison bonasus) can be reliably
ruled out due to its morphological characteristics.?’ The
identification to species level of a canid maxilla with at-
tached P* (Fig. 2) is less definitive, as it might belong to
either a small wolf or a large dog (P* length = 20.0 mm;
P* breadth = 10.5 mm).>°

The list of non-mammal species only comprises
two bird bones, of which one belongs to domestic hen
(Gallus domesticus). The observed scantiness of avifauna
remains clearly testifies to the fairly limited economic
role of poultry. Considering that fowl bones are not
smaller than e.g. sheep, goat and pig phalanges, of which
more than 200 were collected, the near absence of bird
bones cannot be ascribed to the underrepresentation

27 Bartosiewicz 1985, 109.

28 Riedel 1977; Tagliacozzo 1998; Skvor Jernejci¢, Toskan,
in press.

29 Qlsen 1960, 9.

30 Cf. Zollitsch 1969.
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SL. 2: Odlomek lopatice tura (1) in fragment kanidne zgornje celjustnice (2) z Mosta na Soci. Najdbi izvirata iz hi§ 26 in 15/3.

(Foto: D. Valoh)

Fig. 2: Part of an aurochs scapula (1) and a fragmented canid maxilla (2) from Most na So¢i. The two finds originate from Houses

26 and 15/3, respectively. (Photo: D. Valoh).

Dimenzija Lo Bos taurus
Sk. element . . Bos cf. primigenius -
Dimension Me Min-Max N
Scapula SLC 61,0 42,0 35,5-51,0 17

Tab. 3: Metri¢ni podatki za odlomek bovidne lopatice z Mosta na So¢i (hi$a 26), ki brz¢as pripada turu. Podani so $e primerjalni
podatki za lopatice goveda z istega najdi$¢a (Me — mediana; Min.-Max. — razpon vrednosti; N - $tevilo primerkov). Vsi izmerki

SO V.mm.

Tab. 3: Metric data for a bovine scapula fragment from Most na So¢i (House 26), presumably belonging to aurochs. For comparison,
data relative to cattle scapulae from the same site are also given (Me - Median; Min-Max - range; N — number of specimens).

All measurements are in mm.

skromnem gospodarskem pomenu perutnine. Toliko
bolj zato, ker kokosje dolge kosti velikostno v nicemer
ne zaostajajo za denimo ov¢jimi, kozjimi in prasi¢jimi
prstnicami, pri ¢emer je bilo slednjih skupno odkritih ve¢
kot 200. Piclosti pti¢jih kosti torej ni mogoce zadovoljivo
razloziti zgolj z dejstvom, da so bile najdbe pobrane ro¢no
(tj. brez sejanja). Bi pa to utegnilo drzati za ribe, katerih
ostanki so znatno manjsi in krhkejsi. Njihovo popolno
odsotnost med vec tiso¢ Zivalskimi ostanki z obravnavane
naselbine bi namre¢ kazalo razloziti prav s suboptimalnim
nacinom terenskega vzorc¢enja tovrstnih najdb.
Favnisti¢no gradivo z Mosta na So¢i je mo¢no
fragmentirano, kar gre pripisati predvsem nacrtnemu
¢lovekovemu razbijanju kosti z namenom oblikovanja
ustrezno velikih porcij in dostopanja do hranljivega
mozga. Dodatne tafonomske izgube je treba pripisati
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of smaller finds. In contrast, the complete lack of much
smaller and more fragile fish bones is believed to sig-
nificantly reflect the suboptimal sampling techniques
during excavations.

The animal remains from Most na So¢i are heavily
fragmented, which is ascribable to intentional human
(marrow extraction) and animal (gnawing) activities, as
well as the effects of an array of post-depositional fac-
tors. Only 444 of the total of 15,205 recovered teeth and
bone specimens survived complete. The great majority
of these are, of course, isolated teeth, followed by pha-
langes and carpal/tarsal bones. Even with isolated teeth,
however, more than 700 were found fragmented, which
is little less than twice the number of non-fragmented
specimens. The total number of completely preserved
long bones is as low as nine.
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delovanju psov in prasicev (obgrizovanje), pa tudi iz-
postavljenosti Stevilnim poodlozitvenim dejavnikom.
Izmed skupno 15.205 pobranih najdb jih je bilo nepo-
$kodovanih zgolj 444. Ve¢inoma so to izolirani zobje,
sledijo prstnice ter zapestne in nartne kosti. A pozor!
Celo med izoliranimi zobmi z ve¢ kot 700 najdbami
moc¢no prevladujejo poskodovani primerki. Neposko-
dovanih dolgih kosti je bilo najdenih le devet.

Izrazita fragmentiranost gradiva oteZuje oceno
starosti posameznih Zzivali ob zakolu/uplenitvi. Poleg
tega je zaradi zgolj ro¢nega pobiranja najdb brzcas
znatno podcenjen delez mle¢nih (in torej manjsih)
zob. O tem nazorno prica ugotovitev, da je bilo izmed
skupno 1.376 dokumentiranih zob drobnice v ¢eljust-
nici $e vedno pritrjenih zgolj 372 primerkov, medtem
ko jih je bilo 983 (tj. 71,4 %) najdenih izoliranih. V
nasprotju s tem je bilo izoliranih zgolj 17 od skupno
55 najdenih mle¢nih zob istih zivali, kar znasa le 30,9
odstotka. Razkorak med obema starostnima kategori-
jama najdb je treba pripisati ve¢ji krhkosti in majhnosti
izoliranih mle¢nih zob, ki so zato pospe$eno razpadali
in jih je bilo med izkopavanji tezje opaziti. K temu je
treba pristeti $e delovanje psov (in prasic¢ev?), ki so se
prehranjevali z zavrzenimi klavniskimi/kuhinjskimi
odpadki. Celjustnice odraslih ovc in koz namre¢ do
petkrat bolje kljubujejo pasjemu grizenju, kot to velja
za isto kost Sest do dvanajst mesecev starih Zivali, in
kar petnajstkrat bolje v primerjavi s ¢eljustnicami dva
do Sest mesecev starih kozli¢ev oziroma jagnjet.’!

Ne glede na predstavljene omejitve je iz ocitne
prevlade zob odraslih goved nad teleti (pril. 1) uteme-
ljeno sklepati, da govedoreja ni bila usmerjena zgolj v
proizvodnjo mesa in mascob. O velikem pomenu vle¢ne
modi teh Zivali pric¢ajo Stevilni primerki prstnic z razsi-
ritvami sklepnih glad¢in in/ali pojavom eksostoz (sl. 3),
k ¢emur je sicer utegnil dodatno prispevati tudi razgiban
teren Soske doline.>? Gospodarsko pomembne so bile
tudi roznice kot surovina za izdelavo orodij (sl. 13), koze
(sl. 4) in brz¢as mleko.3? Klavna starost prasicev je bila
znatno nizja kot pri govedu in praviloma ni presegala
treh let. Slednje pri¢a o skromnem pomenu sekundarnih
proizvodov reje te domace zivali (sl. 4; pril. 2). Mortalite-
tni profil za drobnico ne odstopa bistveno od tistega za
govedo, saj oba izkazujeta visok deleZ ostankov odraslih
zivali (pril. 3). To je v primeru ovc in koz povezano z
velikim gospodarskim pomenom runa in brzcas tudi
mleka, kar je lastnike motiviralo k odlo¢itvi o zamiku
zakola pri delu ¢rede na starost med tretjim in petim
letom. Meso tak$nih zivalih namre¢ $e vedno ohrani
pretezni del svoje kulinari¢ne vrednosti, gospodar pa
je lahko pred zakolom vsaj nekaj ¢asa pridobival tudi
runo in mleko.>* Mlade Zivali, zastopane v analiziranem

31 Munson 2000, 399-401.

32 Bartosiewicz, Van Neer, Lentacker 1997.
3 Cf. Carrer et al. 2016.

34 Albarella 1997, 24.
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SI. 3: Patolosko spremenjena druga prstnica goveda z Mosta
na Sodi (hisa 8). (Foto: D. Valoh)

Fig. 3: Cattle second phalange from Most na So¢i (House 8)
with lipping and exostoses. (Photo: D. Valoh)

Due to the heavy fragmentation of the material,
little is known about the age-dependent kill-off pat-
terns at the site. Moreover, in the absence of sieving
the share of deciduous teeth is supposedly significantly
underestimated. Is this supposition provable? Suffice it
to say that of the 1,376 available permanent sheep and
goat teeth within the studied assemblage, 983 (71.4%)
were isolated and only 372 still attached to the jaw, while
only 17 out of a total of 55 deciduous teeth were found
isolated, amounting to mere 30.9%. The difference is
undoubtedly related to the more fragile and smaller de-
ciduous teeth being less well preserved and more easily
overlooked by the excavators, if disregarding the fact that
when dogs have access to fresh bones the mandibles of
adult sheep/goats might survive at rates five times greater
than those of 6-12-month-old lambs/kids and about 15
times greater than those of 2-6-month-old lambs/kids.*!

Irrespective of limitations, the clear domination of
adult cattle individuals over calves (App. 1) convincingly
demonstrates that these animals were kept for more than
just a single (i.e. meat producing) purpose, with at least
draft power having been intensively exploited. This is sup-
ported by the discovery of several phalanges with lipping
and exostoses (Fig. 3), even though these symptoms might
have been exacerbated by the rough/hilly terrain of the
Soca valley.3? Horn cores as raw material (Fig. 13), hides
(Fig. 4) and possibly dairy products were also valuable.
Pigs were mostly culled within the first three years, which
is clearly related to the marginal role of secondary prod-
ucts (Fig. 4; App. 2). The mortality profiles for sheep and
goat resemble those for cattle, as they show a substantial
share of older individuals (App. 3). This is related to the
high economic value of wool and possibly milk, which
must have motivated the owners to postpone culling part
of the population to an older age. With an age-at-death

31 Munson 2000, 399-401.
32 Bartosiewicz, Van Neer, Lentacker 1997.
33 Cf. Carrer et al. 2016.
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2cm

SI. 4: Vrezi, ki so domnevno nastali med odiranjem (levo) oziroma kosanjem (desno) Zivali (cf. Binford 1981, 107, 120): stopalnica
goveda, hi$a 3 (levo); sko¢nica prasica, hisa 15A/1 (desno). (Foto: D. Valoh)

Fig. 4: Cut-marks supposedly produced during skinning (left) and dismemberment (right) of the animal (c¢f. Binford 1981, 107,
120): cattle metatarsus, House 3 (left); domestic pig astragalus, House 15A/1 (right). (Photo: D. Valoh)

gradivu, brz¢as pomenijo reproduktivni presezek, ki je
bil preusmerjen v pred¢asen zakol. Vlaganje v rejo devet
mesecev in ve¢ starih ovc in koz namrec¢ z gospodarskega
vidika ni upraviceno, saj je iztrzek mesa na enoto vloze-
nega dela s¢asoma vse manjsi.*>

Lov je bil nedvomno skromen vir mesa in mascob,
podobno kot pri ve¢ini domacih Zivali pa divjad sicer
ni sluzila le kot dopolnilni vir hrane. To med drugim
dokazuje odkritje $tevilnih primerkov jelenjega rogovja
s sledmi ¢lovekovih aktivnosti, kar ve¢ kot prepricljivo
dokazuje uporabo tovrstnih najdb v kos¢eni industriji*®
(sl 5). Po drugi strani so bili poljski zajec in zveri (rjavi
medved, lisica, volk, kuna zlatica) zagotovo zanimivi
zaradi kozuhov, lov na nekatere od njih je bil najbrz
motiviran tudi s potrebo po zas¢iti ¢red. Uzivanje div-
jacine naj bi sicer imelo svojstvene socialno-statusne
implikacije (glej spodaj).

Na podlagi predstavljenih rezultatov o gospodar-
skem pomenu domacih zivali kaze torej skleniti, da je
prevladujoco zivinorejsko politiko v obravnavani mlado-
halstatski naselbini po vsej verjetnosti kot “pilotska
vrsta” oznalevala ovca.’” Ta morda ni bila osrednji vir
mesa, jo je pa mogoce razumeti kot kazalnik osnovne
usmerjenosti tedanje lokalne Zivinoreje.® V tem smislu
je opaziti bistveno odstopanje od slike, ki jo kazejo okvir-
no soc¢asna najdis¢a v jugo- in severovzhodni Sloveniji,
pa tudi tista v ravninah severovzhodne Italije. Na nave-
denih obmog¢jih je namre¢ vlogo ovce zavzemal domaci

35 Munson 2000, 395.

36 Enako velja za roznice goveda in koze.
37 Bartosiewicz 1985; 1999, 314-315.

38 Bartosiewicz 1985, 117-119.

475

peak at three to five years, the meat would still retain its
culinary value, while the animal would have provided the
owner with at least a few seasons worth of fleece and/or
milk.3* The juvenile animals included in the assemblage,
on the other hand, are to be seen as surplus offspring,
redirected to human consumption in order to avoid the
rapidly decreasing rate of meat gain relative to production
costs in animals over nine months of age.>

As already noted, game was a rather negligible
source of meat and fats. Similarly as with most domes-
ticates, however, wild animals were not seen merely as a
source of food. The several examples of worked red deer
antlers, for instance, show that these skeletal elements
must have represented a highly valued raw material®®
(Fig. 5). Carnivores (brown bear, fox, wolf, European
pine marten) and hare, on the other hand, might have
been primarily hunted for their fur or to protect the
herds. Needless to say, game meat was eventually con-
sumed, possibly reflecting the social stratification of the
population (see below).

To summarise, the animal husbandry of the Iron Age
Most na So¢i community must have been characterised
by sheep as the ‘pilot species’>” It may not have dominated
meat consumption from a quantitative point of view, but
itis diagnostic of the basic character of animal husbandry
at the site.* This is markedly different from what has been
observed in the roughly coeval communities of south-
eastern and north-eastern Slovenia, as well as on the

34 Albarella 1997, 24.

35 Munson 2000, 395.

36 The same is true for cattle and goat cornual processes.
37 Bartosiewicz 1985; 1999, 314-315.

38 Bartosiewicz 1985, 117-119.



ZIVALSKI OSTANKI IZ NASELBINE NA MOSTU NA SOCI

ANIMAL REMAINS FROM ... MOST NA SOCI

2cm

SL 5: Izbor obdelanih jelenjih rogovij z Mosta na So¢i. (Foto: D. Valoh)
Fig. 5: A set of worked red deer antlers from Most na So¢i. (Photo: D. Valoh).

prasi¢.?® Ugotovljen razkorak med navedenim regijami,
ki nedvomno v pomembni meri odseva habitatne razlike
med njimi, ni povsem neodvisen od kulturnih okoli-
$¢in. Tako je bilo na dolenjskih starej$ezeleznodobnih
najdis¢ih denimo ugotovljeno, da izkazuje razmerje
v koli¢ini ov¢jih/kozjih in prasi¢jih najdb mocnejso

3 Riedel 1994; Dular, Tecco Hvala 2007, 210-213; Dular
2013, 115-116.
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plains of north-eastern Italy, where the meat production
role of sheep was replaced by pig.3® The observed differ-
ences, which certainly reflect the habitat preferences of
individual animal species, are believed not to have been
completely independent of cultural circumstances. In the

Dolenjska region, less than 100 km southeast of Most na

39 Riedel 1994; Dular, Tecco Hvala 2007, 209-212; Dular
2013, 115-116.
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odvisnost od pomena/statusa posamezne naselbine
kot od zemljepisnih znacilnosti njenega neposrednega
zaledja.*” Pri taksonomski pestrosti uplenjene divjadi so
razlike med regijami manj izrazite. Lov naj bi v celotnem
obravnavanem prostoru pomenil svojevrsten statusni
simbol tedanjih elit.#!

SPREMEMBE V CASU

Razumevanje morebitnih diahronih sprememb v
politiki reje, pomenu lova, prehrambnih navadah in so-
cialni razslojenosti prebivalstva Zeleznodobne naselbine
na Mostu na So¢i je pomemben prvi korak pri analizi
razpr$enosti najdb v prostoru in torej raziskovanja
socialne razslojenosti in funkcionalne specializacije
obravnavane skupnosti. Zato so bili zbrani arheozoo-
loski podatki preurejeni tako, da je bil za vsako dobro
kronolosko opredeljeno gradbeno fazo posamezne
hise oblikovan lo¢en podrejen podatkovni niz kljuénih
arheozooloskih ugotovitev. V nadaljevanju so bile med
kronolo$ko homogenimi skupki omenjenih podatkov-
nih nizov vzpostavljene primerjave v taksonomski pe-
strosti, $tevilu ostankov posameznih vrst in zastopanosti
skeletnih elementov. Zal statisti¢no znacilnega skupka
podatkovnih nizov za vsako od §tirih kulturnih stopenj
trajanja zeleznodobne naselbine (tj. Sv. Lucija IIa, IIb,
IIc in IV) ni bilo mogoce oblikovati. Najdbe latenske
starosti so bile zaradi malostevilnosti (NISP = 130) iz
analize v celoti izklju¢ene.

Izbor podatkovnih nizov, uporabljenih v okviru
te analize, je predstavljen v tabeli 4.4> Ze na prvi pogled
je o¢itno, da je bil lov skozi celotno obdobje koli¢insko
nepomembna gospodarska panoga. Podobno je mogoce
re¢i za rejo psov in konj, ¢eprav je bila simbolna vloga
(vsaj) slednjih nedvomno zelo velika. Zanimivo je, da
sta bila dva od zgolj osmih konjskih ostankov odkrita
na obmod¢ju hiSe 31. Gre namre¢ za edino stavbo v
naselbini, kjer so bili pridobljeni izklju¢no zivalski
ostanki latenske starosti. Bi navedena okolis¢ina lahko
kazala na lokalno povecano prisotnost konj v mlajsi
zelezni dobi? Dokon¢nega odgovora na to vprasanje na
podlagi pic¢lega $tevila razpolozljivih podatkov seveda
ni mogoce dati, bi pa utegnili biti v tem smislu koristen
vpogled v arheozoolosko gradivo z obmocja hise 6/2.
Gre za edino preostalo stavbo, znotraj katere so bili
odkriti latenskodobni Zivalski ostanki, sicer premes$ani
z nekoliko starej$imi najdbami (kronoloski okvir hise
6/2: Sv. Lucija ITa-IIc, IV; NISP = 73). Ugotovljeno je
bilo, da med gradivom iz hie 6/2 konjskih ostankov ni.

40 Cf. Bartosiewicz 1996; Dular, Tecco Hvala 2007, 155-
195.

41 Cf. Turk 2005, 31-32.

42 Za predstavitev vseh podatkovnih nizov po posa-
meznih gradbenih fazah/hisah glej prilogo 4.
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Sodi, for instance, caprine vs. pig ratio per site seems to
show a stronger correlation to the importance/rank of
individual settlements than to the geographical charac-
teristics of the respective hinterland.*® Less variability is
observed in the importance of game. Hunting was never
a quantitatively important source of meat, but may have
served as a status symbol of the elites.*!

DIACHRONIC CHANGES

In order to trace any major changes in the animal
keeping practices, in the importance of hunting, the
feeding habits and possibly in the social structure of
the Iron Age Most na So¢i community, the archaeozoo-
logical data were rearranged to form subsets related to
well-dated construction phases of individual houses.
The information on species richness, individual taxa
abundances and skeletal element representation were
then compared between subsets representing different
archaeological phases. It was unfortunately impossible
to form statistically relevant subsets for each of the four
settlement phases considered here (Sv. Lucija IIa, IIb,
IIc and IV). The La Tene material had to be completely
excluded from the analysis due to the small number of
finds (NISP = 130).

The selection of the data subsets considered in this
analysis is presented in Table 4.4 It is evident that hunt-
ing played a quantitatively negligible role throughout
the studied period. The same holds true for dog and
horse keeping, even though the role of at least the latter
species is known to have been prominent. It might be
worth noting that two of a total of mere eight recovered
horse remains originate from House 31; this is the only
excavated house to have yielded taxonomically identified
animal remains exclusively dated to the La Tene period.
Could this circumstance reflect an increase in horse
abundance following the transition from the Early to the
Late Iron Age? A conclusive answer can as yet not be
given due to the small amount of data from House 31.
It should be noted, however, that the only other La Téne
house that yielded taxonomically identifiable remains —
though mixed with earlier, i.e. Late Hallstatt finds - did
not include horse bones (House 6/2; datation: Sv. Lucija
ITa-IIc, IV; NISP = 73).

In view of the results, the bulk of the variation
in species representation is limited to cattle, caprine
and pig. A direct comparison between data subsets
exclusively dated to either Sv. Lucija ITa or IIb yielded a
statistically non-significant difference in the increasing
percentage of pork and declining contribution of beef to
the diet (Chi?=5.689, d.f. =2, p > 0.05). The substantial

40 Cf. Bartosiewicz 1996; Dular, Tecco Hvala 2007, 155-
195.

41 Cf. Turk 2005, 31-32.

42 For complete data see Appendix 4.
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Sv. Lucija ITa Sv. Lucija ITa/b Sv. Lucija IIb Sv. Lucija ITa-c Sv. Lucija Ilc
Takson «
Taxon 2 3 = ~ 2 ~ = 2
= = Q = © N <« S S o © & ~ =
T e T T T an T T an T T e en T
Koli¢ina najdb po taksonih / Abundance per taxa
B. taurus 284 6 14 8 34 8 4 9 57 14 31 67 29 15
Caprinae 371 15 28 12 45 6 8 23 246 31 46 159 30 13
S. domesticus 30 9 3 6 7 7 7 136 2 14 23 4 7
C. familiaris 1 11
E. caballus 2
Divjad / Game 3 2 1 2 1 8 1 3 1
XNISP 688 33 45 27 88 16 27 39 443 61 91 250 63 35
Izkoristek mesa / Meat quality & quantity data
A 93 3 1 - 2 1 - 4 19 2 1 14 1 6
B. taurus B 124 17 9 2 3 5 3 0 12 2 3 23 4 5
C 205 4 4 5 29 2 1 2 26 14 27 29 24 4
A 40 6 1 2 4 - - 3 28 3 1 14 2 4
Caprinae B 118 5 17 4 13 3 2 9 74 10 - 46 4
C 212 4 10 6 28 3 3 10 142 18 45 98 21 4

Tab. 4: Stevilo odkritih Zivalskih ostankov po taksonih (zgornji del) in zastopanosti skeletnih elementov iz najbolj, srednje in
najmanj mesnatih delov telesa za govedo in drobnico (spodnji del) v gradivu z Mosta na So¢i. Navedeni so zgolj podatki his/
gradbenih faz z dobro opredeljenim kronoloskim okvirjem (za datacijo posameznih gradbenih faz/hi§ glej tu Dular, 147-166).
Obrazlozitev okraj$av: H - hida (npr. H 1 - hisa 1). Za opredelitev posameznih kategorij mesnatosti (tj. A, B in C) glej razdelek

Metode in gradivo.

Tab. 4: Taxa abundance data (upper part) and the distribution of skeletal elements by represented meat value for cattle and caprines
(lower part) at Most na So¢i from select houses/construction phases, grouped according to their chronological framework. For
detailed chronological data on houses and their construction phases see here Dular, 147-166. Explanation of the abbreviation: H
- House (e.g. H1 - House 1). For the definition of meat quality/quantity categories (A, B, C) see the Method and material section.

V okviru zeleznodobnega Mosta na So¢i je treba
pretezni del variacije v delezu zastopanosti posamez-
nih taksonov pripisati govedu, drobnici in domacemu
prasi¢u. Neposredna primerjava med gradivom iz
gradbenih faz/hi§ kulturne stopnje Sv. Lucija Ila in
tistim iz gradbenih faz/hi§ kulturne stopnje Sv. Lucija
IIb je pokazala na doloceno razliko v delezu goveda
in prasica, pri ¢emer naj bi se pomen slednjega v ¢asu
znatno povecal (razlika sicer ni statisticno znacilna:
Chi? = 5,698, s.p. = 2, p > 0,5). Zanimivo je, da izkazuje
gradivo iz najmlajse mladohalstatske kulturne stopnje
Sv. Lucija IIc ve¢jo podobnost s stopnjo Sv. Lucija Ila,
kar postavlja relevantnost ugotovljenih sprememb v
priljubljenosti svinjine pod vprasaj. Drugade povedano,
ugotovljene razlike najverjetneje ne odsevajo dejanskih
diahronih sprememb v prehrambnih navadah lokalnega
prebivalstva, saj je variabilnost v vsakem od kronolosko
opredeljenih skupkov podatkovnih nizov pravzaprav
vedja od variabilnosti med njimi.

Slednji¢ je bil izveden Se poskus neposredne pri-
merjave podatkov o zastopanosti posameznih vrst in
njihovih skeletnih elementov med zaporednimi grad-
benimi fazami posameznih his. Zal je bilo v analizo
mogoce vkljuciti zgolj stiri hie, ki so edine zadostile
obema vstopnima kriterijema (tj. obstoj najmanj dveh
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quantity of Sv. Lucija Ilc finds bears more resemblance to
those from Sv. Lucija IIa. It is to be emphasized, however,
that the observed differences cannot be satisfactorily
accounted for in terms of diachronic changes, since the
within-group variability seems to significantly exceed
the between-group variability.

With one last analytical approach, a direct compari-
son of species abundance and skeletal element represen-
tation data between individual construction phases of a
single house has been attempted. Unfortunately, taking
both the existence of (at least) two chronologically dis-
tinct construction phases per house and a high enough
number of identified animal remains (NISP > 45) as
limiting factors, no more than four houses could be
taken into account. The observed changes were distinctly
inconsistent between the four houses. In other words, if
in the case of House 14 the transition from Sv. Lucija ITa
to IIb resulted in a substantial rise in pig numbers at the
expense of both cattle and caprines, the changes relative
to House 23 were the opposite (though much less pro-
nounced; Fig. 6). Likewise, if the share of bones from the
meatiest parts of the cattle carcass tended to be roughly
constant over time in Houses 14 and 23, a clear rise is
evident for House 26 (Tab. 4). It thus seems evident that
the observed changes are more telling of functional and/
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Sl. 6: Grafi¢ni prikaz delezev zastopanosti goveda, drobnice in prasica
v gradivu z Mosta na So¢i po zaporednih gradbenih fazah posameznih
his. Upostevane so bile zgolj hiSe z najmanj dvema gradbenima fazama,
pri ¢emer je v vsako od faz mogoce datirati najmanj 45 taksonomsko
opredeljenih Zivalskih ostankov (tj. hiSe 14, 15A, 23 in 26). Pu$¢ice ozna-
¢ujejo smer spremembe med zaporednima gradbenima fazama hige.

Fig. 6: Ternary plot of cattle, caprines and pig relative abundance at
Most na Soc¢i per construction phase of individual houses. Only ho-
uses with at least two construction phases yielding a minimum of 45
taxonomically identified animal remains per phase were considered
(Houses 14, 15A, 23 and 26). The arrows indicate the direction of

0,00 A 1,00

26 (11b-116)

changes between consecutive construction phases per given house. 0,75 £ ;5;},( ) e 0,25
14 (mj) s (Ifa-IIb)
A /@),
%’/6 o “‘\23,/(ilb)
; s v - 1,00 p < 0,00
gradbenih faz, od katerih je v vsako mogoce datirati 0,00 025 0,50 0,75 1,00
najmanj 45 taksonomsko opredeljenih zivalskih ostan- Caprinae

kov). Rezultati so vnovi¢ nedvoumno pokazali, da hise
ne izkazujejo enotnega trenda diahronih sprememb. Ce
je namre¢ pri hi$i 14 na prehodu iz stopnje Sv. Lucija
IIa v stopnjo Sv. Lucija IIb zaznati o¢itno povecanje
deleza prasi¢a na ra¢un goveda in drobnice, je bila smer
po obsegu bistveno skromnejse spremembe pri hisi 23
nasprotna (sl. 6). Podobno ostaja delez kosti iz mesna-
tejsih delov govejega trupa pri hisah 14 in 23 v ¢asu
bolj ali manj stalen, medtem ko kazejo podatki za hiso
26 oc¢itne diahrone spremembe (tab. 4). Zdi se torej, da
zaznanih nihanj ni utemeljeno v ve¢ji meri navezovati
na spremembe v ¢asu, temve¢ prej na socialno razslo-
jenost/funkcionalno specializacijo prebivalstva, razlike
v tafonomski zgodovini posameznih skupkov kosti in/
ali kot golo nakljugje.

FUNKCIONALNA SPECIALIZACIJA
IN SOCIALNA RAZSLOJENOST

V nadaljevanju predstavljena analiza funkcionalne
specializacije in socialne razslojenosti Zeleznodobne
druzbe z Mosta na So¢i temelji na studiji Zivalskih ostan-
kov, vendar hkrati uposteva kopico drugih relevantnih
podatkov, denimo velikost posameznih stavb, njihovo
notranjo organiziranost, uporabljeno tehniko gradnje,
prisotnost ognjis¢, jam, odto¢nih kanalov, razprSenost in
tipologijo posameznih kategorij arheoloskih najdb (npr.
lon¢enina, kovinski predmeti) ipd. Na tej podlagi je bilo
nekatere hie mogoce pogojno razvrstiti v §tiri funkcio-
nalno in socialno opredeljene kategorije: bolje grajene in
opremljene stanovanjske hise (hise 1/1, 1/2, 5, 8/1, 8/2,
11/2,15/1,15/2,15A/1, 16/2 in morda hisa 3), nekoliko
slabse grajene in opremljene stanovanjske hise (hise 2/2,
7, 10/2, 15A/2 in 16/1), delavnice (hiSe 4, 12/1, 22/1,
22A/1,22A/2,23/1,29/1) in stavbe za specifi¢ne, morda
skupnostne dejavnosti (hise 6/2, 14/1, 14/2, morda tudi
hi$a 30/2).*> Med slednjimi je hi$a 6/2 domnevno sluzila

43 Za podrobnosti glej tu Dular, Tecco Hvala, 73-78.
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or social differentiation of the population, differential
taphonomic history of individual bone-accumulations
within the site and even mere coincidental heterogeneity
than of diachronic changes.

FUNCTIONAL SPECIALISATION
AND SOCIAL STRATIFICATION

The investigation of possible functional speciali-
sation and social differentiation of the Most na Soci
community as reflected in the archaeozoological mate-
rial has been addressed by concomitantly considering
many other types of relevant data, such as the size of
individual houses, their interior layout, the construc-
tion techniques, the presence of hearths, pits, drainage
canals, the distribution and typology of individual
categories of archaeological finds (e.g. pottery, metal
objects) etc. On the basis of these data, several houses
were tentatively classified into four functionally and so-
cially defined categories: well-constructed and furnished
residential units (Houses 1/1,1/2, 5, 8/1, 8/2,11/2,15/1,
15/2, 15A/1, 16/2 and possibly also House 3), poorly
constructed and furnished residential units (Houses
2/2, 7, 10/2, 15A/2 and 16/1), workshops (Houses 4,
12/1, 22/1, 22A/1, 22A/2, 23/1, 29/1) and structures
with specific functions possibly used as public spaces
(Houses 6/2, 14/1, 14/2, perhaps also House 30/2).> Of
the potential public spaces, House 6/2 is interpreted as
a burnt-offering place,** while the function of the other
three has not yet been clarified.

Archaeozoological data for the houses or their
construction phases that yielded taxonomically identi-
fied animal remains are shown in Table 5. The within-
category variation in species abundance and skeletal
element representation data is rather great, closely

43 For details see here Dular, Tecco Hvala, 73-78.
4 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 73-74.
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BGBH / WCRU SGBH / PCRU DEL / WS PH /SPH
Takson ~ _ ~ ~ o)
Taxon £ 2 < = | 2| = e~
Slelw| &2 8| ]2 <] 8|8| |3
am en en an an an an am am T e e e en
Bos taurus 8 18 1 34 24 9 29 19 4 57 8 14 31 284
Caprinae 12 37 1 45 15 23 30 28 8 246 6 28 46 371
Sus cf. domesticus 4 4 7 9 7 4 7 7 135 1 3 14 28
Canis familiaris 11 1
Equus caballus 2
Cervus elaphus 3 1 2 8 1 1 3
Capreolus capreolus 1
Bos primigenius
Sus cf. scrofa 2 1 2
Lepus europaeus 1
Martes martes
Vulpes vulpes
Ursus arctos 1
Bos sp.
Canis sp.
> Mammalia 27 75 2 88 51 39 63 54 27 442 16 45 91 688
Gallus domesticus 1
Indeterminatus - 13 - 91 23 6 25 16 344 24 40 - 810

Tab. 5: Zastopanost Zivalskih taksonov v gradivu z Mosta na So¢i po posameznih hiSah. Upostevane so zgolj hise, ki jim je bilo
mogoce oceniti namembnost (glej tu Dular, Tecco Hvala, 73-78). Obrazlozitev okrajsav: BGBH - bolje grajene in opremljene
stanovanjske hiSe; SGBH - slab$e grajene in opremljene stanovanjske hise; DEL - delavnice; PH - hi$e s posebno namembnostjo;

H - hi$a (npr. H 1/2 - hisa 1/2).

Tab. 5: Taxa abundance data at Most na Soci for select houses determinable as to their function (cf. here Dular, Tecco Hvala,
73-78). Explanation of abbreviations: WCRU - well-constructed residential units; PCRU - poorly constructed residential units;
WS - workshops; SPH - special-purpose houses; H - house (e.g. H 1/2 - House 1/2).

kot Zgalnodaritveni prostor,** namembnost ostalih treh
stavb pa $e ni zadovoljivo pojasnjena.

Arheozooloski podatki za zgoraj navedene hise
oziroma za njihove posamezne gradbene faze so pri-
kazani v tabeli 5. Raznolikost v delezih zastopanosti
posameznih taksonov in njihovih skeletnih elementov
znotraj vsake od stirih kategorij je znatna in v ni¢emer ne
zaostaja za ugotovljenim obsegom razlik med posame-
znimi kategorijami, kar je za razumevanje obravnavane
problematike vsekakor pomenljivo. Bolj poglobljen
vpogled v problematiko druzbene kompleksnosti pa so
sicer ponudili rezultati nekaterih nekoliko podrobneje
zastavljenih analiz, denimo analize razpr§enosti ostan-
kov divjadi znotraj naselja (tab. 6). Izkazalo se je namre¢,
da vzorec razpr$enosti (v marsikaterem primeru obde-
lanih) odlomkov jelenjega rogovja znaéilno odstopa od
vzorca razpr$enosti vseh preostalih najdb lovnih vrst. Te
so bile ve¢inoma pobrane na obmod¢jih bolje grajenih/
opremljenih stanovanjskih his, medtem ko so bili od-
lomki rogovij razmeroma enakomerno razprseni med
stavbe vseh $tirih funkcionalnih kategorij. Podrobneje
povedano: taksonomsko opredeljeni zivalski ostanki so

4 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 73-74.

resembling the variation observed in the between-
categories comparisons. Additional insights into the
societal complexity at Most na So¢i were thus gained
by taking a detailed look at more specific data, starting
with the spatial distribution of game finds (Tab. 6). The
results show a significant difference between the pattern
of spatial distribution of (mostly worked) red deer antler
specimens and the spatial arrangement of the remaining
game finds. Indeed, antler fragments are associated with
the buildings of all four categories, while other remains
are much more frequently tied to the well-constructed/
furnished residential units. Five such units*> provided
taxonomically identified animal remains and each of
them yielded also postcranial remains of at least one
wild animal not counting wild boar.*® Within each of

45 1f only one construction phase of a given house could
be considered as a well-constructed/furnished residential
unit, only the animal remains associated with that phase
were used (e.g. the classification of House 16/1 as a poorly
constructed/furnished residential unit and House 16/2 as a
well-constructed/furnished residential unit).

46 'Wild boar finds were identified on the basis of their
size alone, allowing for the possibility of large domestic pig
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Hisa Funkcionalna interpretacija Cervus elaphus Divjad (drugo)
House Functional interpretation Rogovje/Antler Drugo / Rest Game (rest)
H1 BGBH / WCRU U. arctos, S. scrofa (2x)
H3 BGBH / WCRU 1* 1 L. europaeus, S. scrofa
H4 DEL / WS 4+4 2
H8/1 BGBH / WCRU 1 C. capreolus
H11 BGBH / WCRU 1
H12/1 DEL / WS 1*
H 14/1-2 PH / SPH 2* 1 S. scrofa (2x)
H 14/3 ? 1
H 15A/2 BGBH / WCRU 1 1
H 16 Mesano / Mixed 1* 3 S. scrofa (2x)
H17 ? 10*
H22 DEL /WS 1* L. europaeus, S. scrofa
H22A/2 DEL / WS 2 1
H24 ?
H 25 ? 2% C. capreolus
H 26 ? 3* 4 B. primigenius, S. scrofa (4x)
H 30 PH (?) / SPH (?)
H31/1 ? V. vulpes (3x), M. martes

Tab. 6: Zastopanost lovnih vrst v gradivu z Mosta na So¢i po posameznih hi$ah. Interpretacija namembnosti stavb je povzeta po
Dular, Tecco Hvala (glej tu 73—78). ObrazlozZitev okrajsav: BGBH - bolje grajene in opremljene stanovanjske hise; SGBH - slabse
grajene in opremljene stanovanjske hise; DEL - delavnice; PH - hiSe s posebno namembnostjo; H - hi$a (npr. H 1/2 - hisa 1/2).
Zvezdica (*) oznacuje primerke rogovij s sledmi ¢lovekovih aktivnosti.

Tab. 6: Game abundance data at Most na So¢i per individual house. Their functional interpretation is taken from Dular, Tecco
Hvala (here, 73-78). Explanation of abbreviations: WCRU - well-constructed residential units; PCRU - poorly constructed
residential units; WS — workshops; SPH - special purpose houses; H — house (e.g. H 1/2 — House 1/2). The asterisk (*) denotes

worked antler specimen.

bili najdeni na obmod¢ju petih* bolje grajenih/opremlje-
nih stanovanjskih hi§ znotraj naselbine in v prav vseh
petih primerih zbir vklju¢uje najdbe postkranialnih
skeletnih elementov katere izmed lovnih vrst razen
divjega prasi¢a.®® Na obmod¢ju preostalih dvanajstih
zeleznodobnih his, pri katerih je mogoce sklepati na
njihovo namembnost, so bile taksne najdbe prisotne v
zgolj §tirih primerih. Vendar sta dve od teh §tirih stavb
domnevno sluzili kot svojevrsten javni prostor?” (hisi
14/1-2 ter hisa 30), kar pomeni, da sta delavnici ozi-
roma slabse grajeni/opremljeni hisi s postkranialnimi
najdbami katere od lovnih vrst razen divjega prasi¢a
znotraj celotne naselbine pravzaprav zgolj dve (tj. hisi 4
in 22/1). Se ve¢! Tudi ob upostevanju domnevnih najdb
divjega prasica se njihovo stevilo poveca za zgolj eno
enoto (tab. 6).

4 Kjer je bilo mogoce posamezno stavbo uvrstiti v ka-
tegorijo bolje grajenih/opremljenih stanovanjskih hi$ zgolj v
primeru ene od gradbenih faz, so bili v analizo vkljuceni le
arheozooloski podatki za to fazo (primer: hisa 16/1 je uvr-
$§¢ena v kategorijo slabse grajenih/opremljenih stanovanjskih
stavb, hisa 16/2 pa v kategorijo bolje grajenih/opremljenih).

46 Opredelitev petnajstih ostankov za divjega prasica
je bila opravljena zgolj na podlagi njihove velikosti, kar na-
¢eloma dopus¢a moznost, da je med njimi tudi posamezna
najdba izstopajoce velikega domacega prasica in/ali krizanca.

47 Glej tu Dular, Tecco Hvala, 73-78

the remaining twelve Early Iron Age buildings of as-
cribed function, game occurred in no more than four.
Moreover, two of these four buildings (Houses 14/1&2
and 30) are believed to have been used for special, pos-
sibly communal activities,*” which makes the number of
workshops and poorly constructed/furnished residential
units yielding game finds other than antlers to be as
low as two (Houses 4 and 22/1). Even by adding the 15
tentatively identified wild boar remains, the number of
such structures only rises by one (Tab. 6).

A small part of game finds could not be included
in the spatial distribution analysis because they could
not be precisely dated. This is the case for the finds from
House 16, a seemingly rather poorly constructed/fur-
nished structure in its first construction phase, but well-
constructed following a complete destruction in a fire.*
It was not possible to allocate the few gathered game
finds to either of the two phases, which made it necessary
to completely exclude these specimens from the spatial
distribution analysis. The relatively rich bone material
from House 25 was also excluded because the insufficient
archaeological data hindered a reliable interpretation of

specimens and/or domestic pig-wild boar crosses to be in-
cluded as well.

47 See here Dular, Tecco Hvala, 73-78.

48 See here Dular, Tecco Hvala, 77-78
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Manjsega dela zbranih ostankov divjadi v analizo ni
bilo mogoce vkljuciti, saj so bili podatki o njihovem kro-
noloskem okviru nepopolni oziroma premalo natanéni.
To velja za najdbe iz hise 16, ki je med prvo gradbeno
fazo domnevno sluzila kot slab§e grajena/opremljena
stanovanjska hi$a, medtem ko je bila po obnovi vsled
pozara bistveno kvalitetneje grajena in bolje opremlje-
na.*® Zal zbranih zivalskih ostankov ni bilo mogoce
navezati na zgolj eno od obeh faz, zato v analizi niso bili
upostevani. TeZave so se pojavile tudi pri razmeroma
bogatem zbiru kosti iz hiSe 25. Omenjeno gradivo je bilo
sicer mogoce povsem korektno umestiti v ¢as, vendar
zaradi skromne povednosti tam odkritih arheoloskih
najdb hisi ni bilo mogoée oceniti namembnosti. Stirje
postkranialni ostanki jelena in odlomek lopatice tura
(sl. 2) nakazujejo, da je hisa 25 utegnila sluziti kot bolje
grajena/opremljena stanovanjska hisa.

Zadnji komentar v zvezi s prostorsko razpr$enostjo
ostankov lovnih vrst je namenjen hisi 31, ki je bila v
uporabi izklju¢no v stopnji Sv. Lucija IV (= laten). Na
tem mestu so bili namre¢ med drugim najdeni trije
poskodovani metapodiji (morda iste) lisice in komol¢-
nica kune zlatice, kar je vsekakor neobicajen zbir. Trije
lisi¢ji metapodiji (4. 4. in 5. dlan¢nica ter 4. stopalnica;
vse leve) so bili ohranjeni le v proksimalnem delu, sledi
¢lovekovega delovanja pa niso bile ugotovljene. Kot Ze
omenjeno: znotraj hise 31 sta bila odkrita tudi izolirana
konjska zoba (sl. I).

ODb podatkih o prostorski razprsenosti postkra-
nialnih najdb divjadi so pomemben argument v prid
teze o svojevrstni socialni razslojenosti in funkcionalni
specializaciji v Zeleznodobni skupnosti na Mostu na So¢i
ponudili mortalitetni profili za drobnico. Na kaksen
nacin? Z osredotocenjem na hise, ki ponujajo najvec
podatkov o klavni starosti teh zivali, je mogoce pokazati
na nekoliko visji delez najdb mladih in mlajs$ih odraslih
zivali znotraj bolje grajenih/opremljenih stanovanjskih
hi§ v primerjavi s slabse grajenimi/opremljenimi stano-
vanjskimi hiami in delavnicami. Hi$a 14, ki je utegnila
sluziti kot poseben prostor s svojevrstno skupnostno
namembnostjo, zaseda v tem s smislu vmesno lego
(tab. 7). Pri govedu in prasi¢u znotrajnajdis¢ne razlike v
preferencni klavni starosti niso bile zaznane (pril. I in 2).

Zadnji pomemben analiti¢ni pristop k preuc¢evanju
druzbene kompleksnosti obravnavane skupnosti, upo-
rabljen v okviru tukaj predstavljene $tudije, je temeljil
na analizi razpr§enosti zivalskih ostankov znotraj tlorisa
posameznih his. Seveda so lahko bile pri tem upostevane
le tiste malostevilne stavbe, pri katerih je bilo na podlagi
razpolozljive terenske dokumentacije in situ lokacijo
posameznih kostnih skupkov sploh mogoce razbrati.
Tako je bilo v primeru dveh stanovanjskih hi$ (tj. hisi
8/1-2 in 15A/1), treh delavnic (tj. hise 12/1, 22/1 in
23/1) ter stavbe 14/1-2, kjer so se domnevno odvijale
skupnostne dejavnosti.

8 Glej tu Dular, Tecco Hvala, 77-78.
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its function. From the archaeozoological point of view,
however, the presence of four red deer postcranial bone
fragments and a broken aurochs scapula (Fig. 2) seems
to argue for House 25 to be preliminarily included in the
‘well-constructed/furnished residential units’ category.

The final comment relative to the spatial distri-
bution of game finds concerns House 31, occupied
exclusively during the Late La Tene period. Here, three
fragmented fox metapodials — possibly belonging to a
single animal - and a European pine marten ulna were
found, which is undoubtedly a noteworthy combination.
Of the three fox metapodials (4™ and 5% metacarpals
and 4 metatarsal, all of them left), only the proximal
parts survive. None of the bones bear any clear traces of
human activity. It is worth remembering that House 31
also yielded two isolated horse teeth (Fig. I).

Additional arguments in support of the proposed
functional characterisation of individual houses and
thus a functional specialisation/social stratification of
the community are provided by sheep/goat mortality
profiles. By focusing on the structures yielding more of
such data, a slightly higher share of juvenile and young
adult specimens is apparent in the well-constructed/
furnished residential units relative to the less well
constructed/furnished units and workshops, with the
functionally specific House 14 standing in between
(Tab. 7). In cattle and pig, the differences in the age-at-
death profiles seem all but negligible (Apps. 1 and 2).

The second part of this section presents the micro-
distribution of animal bones within buildings. Unfortu-
nately, such an analysis was only possible in the relatively
rare cases of the archaeological documentation actually
revealing the precise in situ location of individual teeth/
bones. Of the many presumed residential units, this is
the case for Houses 8/1&2 and 15A/1. In the case of
workshops, the analysis included Houses 12/1, 22/1 and
23/1, while House 14/1&2 was studied as a structure with
a special, possibly communal function.

Houses 8/1&2 had a 5.90 x 3.00 m large interior
surface divided into three rooms covering — from west
to east — just under 4 m?, 10 m? and 3 m?, respectively
(Fig. 7). The central room revealed a pit dug into the
natural deposit of sand that contained a jar. Another pit
measuring 0.35 m in depth was dug in the west room,
while the east room revealed a fragmented bronze in-
got.® Regarding the animal remains, the great majority
of the taxonomically identified finds originate from
the smallest east room (NISP = 62). Caprines followed
by cattle prevail over pig, with red deer being the only
other taxonomically identified species. In caprines, all
anatomical regions of the carcass are more or less equally
represented, while most of the cattle finds are from the
less meaty parts (Fig. 7). The debris covering the whole
area of the house revealed additional 26 bone and teeth
fragments, but these could not be reliably ascribed to

4 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 78-83.
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Starostni razred BGBH / WCRU SGBH / PCRU DEL / WS PH / SPH
Age class H1,3,4,10,11,23 H2/2,7 H 12/1, 22, 22A, 23/1, 29 H 6, 14/1&2, 30

0-1leto / year 1 2 4 3
1-3 leta / years 9 2 7 27
2-4 leta / years 5 1 1
>3 leta / years 1 3 14 19
2-6 let / years 1 1 1

Tab. 7: Poenostavljeni mortalitetni profili za drobnico v gradivu z Mosta na Soci za vsako od $tirih funkcionalno opredeljenih
kategorij stavb. Podatki za delno prekrivajoce se starostne razrede so zapisani lezece.
Tab. 7: Simplified mortality profiles for caprines at Most na So¢i in each of the four functional categories of buildings. Partially

overlapping age classes are written in italics.

Sk. element B. taurus Caprinae S. domesticus
Dentes 1
Metacarpalia 1
Tarsalia 2
Metatarsalia 1 1
Phalanges 2 2 .
o
0 @%p@o@&bg
;-3 0 \)o %D D&
8 vo <To D>o Oo i WDQ
OO% c o q'0° f °, 0@0 o
8 ¢ o nu% A 0, i%@o
d . . OQ PR~ & %65‘& 0
% DF s De 0 ° g 0 @"SQD%PQé
o QQOTQ\% 0 U\ g, o
o, io go S N ~ oD
o D g‘:o ZOOQ Sk. element B. taurus Caprinae  S. domesticus . C. elaphus
o QOCB e Q = Dentes 12 9
= Scapula 1
jama / pit Humerus 1 2 1
Radius 2 6
® Ulna 2
0 2m Metacarpalia 1 3
Femur 1
Tibia 3
Tarsalia 2 1
Metatarsalia 2 1
Phalanges 3+5 1+1 1 1

Sl. 7: Priblizna in situ lega Zivalskih ostankov z obmocja hiSe 8/1, 2 z Mosta na Soci. OZzgani ostanki so zapisani lezZece. Najdbe

brez znane in situ lokacije niso bile upostevane (N = 16).

Fig. 7: Approximate in situ location of the animal bones from Houses 8/1&2 at Most na So¢i. Burnt specimens are written in
italics. Finds without a known in situ location are not shown (N = 16).

V stanovanjski hisi 8/1, 2, ki je pokrivala povrsino
5,80 x 3,00 m, so bili prepoznani trije prostori: vecji srednji
(10 m?) in dva manjs$a na vsakem od obeh koncev stavbe
(zahodni prostor: priblizno 4 m?, vzhodni prostor: 3 m?)
(sl. 7). V srednjem prostoru je bil odkrit lonec, ki je stal
v jami, vkopani v pes¢eno osnovo. Se ena jama (globina
0,35 m) je bila vkopana v zahodnem prostoru, medtem ko
je bil v vzhodnem prostoru najden fragmentiran bronast

either of the two construction phases.” It is worth noting
that almost half of these finds were unearthed in the pit
in the west room, all belonging to the least meaty parts
of the carcass (Fig. 7). Altogether, six bone fragments
were charred, most probably due to exposure to the fire
that destroyed the house. Interestingly, all of the charred
bones were phalanges (Fig. 7).

50 Svoljgak, Dular 2016, 84.
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ingot.*” Zivalski ostanki so bili ve¢inoma v vzhodnem
prostoru, kjer je lezalo kar 62 taksonomsko opredeljenih
najdb. Prevladujejo kosti in zobje drobnice, sledita govedo
in domaci prasic¢, s primerkom prstnice je zastopan tudi
jelen. Med najdbami ovce/koze so bolj ali manj enakomer-
no zastopani skeletni elementi iz celotnega telesa, medtem
ko prihajajo goveje kosti ve¢inoma le iz najmanj mesnatih
(sl. 7). V rusevinski plasti, ki je prekrivala celotno povrsino
hiSe, je bilo odkritih $e 26 kostnih in zobnih najdb, ki pa
jih ni bilo mogoce z zanesljivostjo navezati na katero od
obeh gradbenih faz.>* Skoraj polovica teh primerkov, ki
brez izjeme prihajajo iz najmanj mesnatih delov trupa, je
bila pobrana iz polnila jame v zahodnem prostoru (sl. 7).
Gradivo iz hiSe 8/1, 2 vkljucuje Sest zoglenelih kostnih
drobcev, ki so bili ognju brzcas izpostavljeni med poza-
rom. Zanimivo je, da gre pri vseh $estih ozganih najdbah
za prstnice (sl. 7).

Tudi 15 m? velika notranjost hiSe 15A/1 je bila raz-
deljena na tri prostore, pri ¢emer se je vhod domnevno
odpiral neposredno v srednji prostor (s 8). V zahodnem
in srednjem prostoru je bilo odkrito po eno ognjisce,
ob tem je bila v srednjem prostoru ob vzhodni predelni
steni dokumentirana $e delovna jama (globina 20 cm).
V juzni polovici vzhodnega prostora je lezal velik kup
glinenih odlomkov oboda velikega silosa, ki je propadel v
pozaru.’! V vzhodnem prostoru je bil odkrit pretezni del
zivalskih najdb (N = 82; NISP = 26), ki so bile ve¢inoma
razpr$ene vzdolz zidov (sl. 8). Izmed 16 kostnih odlomkov
iz srednjega prostora jih je Sest lezalo znotraj delovne
jame, kjer so bili pomesani z zemljo, manj$imi kamni,
kos¢ki prezgane ilovice, drobci oglja in grudami Zlindre.
V istem polnilu so bili odkriti §e odlomek bronastega
trikotnega obeska, zrmlje in brusni kamen. Po skupnem
$tevilu pobranih kosti in zob prednjaci govedo (N = 24),
sledijo drobnica (N = 15), prasi¢ (N =9), jelen (N =2) in
pes (N = 1). A pozor! Ob upostevanju stevilnih odkritih
odlomkov domnevno ov¢jih/kozjih reber (gre za najdbe
iz velikostne kategorije “mali rastlinojedi”) in ob zelo
verjetno utemeljeni obravnavi desetih fragmentov goveje
spodnje Celjustnice s severnega dela vzhodnega prostora
kot pripadajocih isti kosti (tj. NISP = 1) se navedena raz-
merja povsem spremenijo in v ospredje se tudi pri hisi
15A/1 prebije drobnica.

Podatki o zastopanosti skeletnih elementov pri
govedu kazejo na skoraj popolno odsotnost kosti iz
najbolj mesnatih delov telesa, medtem ko je pri drobnici
zastopanost anatomskih regij razmeroma enakomer-
na. Najdbe prasi¢a so malostevilne, a pomenljive. Na
obeh primerkih iz vzhodnega prostora so bile namre¢
prepoznane sledi vrezov®? (sl. 4), domnevno nastalih
med kosanjem Zivali zaradi priprave ustrezno velikih

4 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 78-83.

%0 Svoljgak, Dular 2016, 84.

51 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 125-131.

52 Vrezi in/ali zasekanine so vidni tudi na spodnji ¢eljus-
tnici goveda, petnici ovce in odlomku prasi¢je nadlahtnice.

The foundations of House 15A/1 enclosed a 15 m?
large space divided into three rooms, with the entrance
possibly leading into the central room (Fig. 8). The
west and central rooms had one round hearth each. In
addition to this, the central room had an oval work pit
(depth 20 cm) dug next to the east partition wall. The
southern half of the east room revealed a large heap of
curving and predominantly decorated pieces of a large
ceramic container destroyed in a fire.”! It also revealed
the majority of animal remains (N = 82; NISP = 26),
mostly along the walls (Fig. 8). In the central room, six
of a total of 16 animal remains lay in the work pit mixed
with earth, small stones, crushed loam daub, bits of char-
coal, lumps of slag, as well as a bronze pin fragment and
a whetstone. Altogether, 24 bone finds were attributed
to cattle, followed by caprines (N = 15), pig (N = 9),
red deer (N = 2) and dog (N = 1). However, these data
change considerably if adding the many rib fragments,
which supposedly mostly belong to sheep and/or goat.
Moreover, of the ten cattle mandible fragments found
in the northern part of the east room, most (all?) are at-
tributable to a single specimen; this further diminishes
the relative abundance of cattle.

The skeletal element representation data show an
almost total lack of bones from the meatiest body parts
in cattle contra a much more equal representation of
individual anatomical regions in sheep and goat. Pig
remains are scanty, with the only two specimens from
the east room bearing cut-marks®? (Fig. 4) and the
only two specimens from the west room being isolated
lower canines. The latter, of course, had no culinary
value. Another interesting detail is that the sole reliably
identified bone fragment originating from the work pit
in the central room belonged to a very young, possibly
newborn calf. Of the several dozen burnt specimens,
most (N = 5) are amongst the 36 bone/teeth fragments
without precise microlocation data except for the detail
of having been found in the debris covering most of
the house area. Several burnt specimens also lay in the
northern part of the east room, but most of these are
believed to belong to a single cattle mandible recovered
nearby, which is also burnt. Most of the burnt bone frag-
ments are black-coloured.

Houses 12/1, 22/1 and 23/1 are interpreted as
workshops. House 23/1 was well-preserved and had a
single room with a wide passage to the anteroom, i.e. a
wide levelled area without stone walls to the west of the
main room. The east half of the main building revealed a
large work pit (depth 35 cm), in which several complete
and fragmented ceramic rings, sherds of a large jar, as
well as crushed and burnt loam were found. The area
in front of the pit was interpreted as a work surface.
The work pit was associated with two canals, dug from

51 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 125-131.
52 Cut- and/or chop-marks were also observed on a cattle
mandible, a sheep calcaneus and a pig humerus.
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Sk. element B. taurus Caprinae  §. domesticus

Mandibula 1

Dentes 2

Costae 2%

Humerus 1 @
Phalanges 1 0 1

&1 neopredeljen odlomek / non-identified specimen

Sk. element Caprinae C. elaphus

Carpalia 1

Tibia 1

Sk. element B. taurus Caprinae

Cranium 1*

Costae 1* 1*

Radius 1

&2 neopredeljena odlomka / non-identified specimens 3

&
jama / pit QQQ Q g

Sk. element B. taurus Caprinae
Cranium 1
Mandibula 1
Os hyoideum 1*
Vertebrae 1 1
Costae 1*
Scapula 1
Ulna 1

& 3 neopredeljeni odlomki / non-identified specimens

Sk. element B. taurus Caprinae C. elaphus
Cornus cervi 1
Vertebrae 1

Costae 1* 1*

Humerus 1

Radius 1

Tarsalia 1

& 2 neopredeljena odlomka / non-identified specimens

Sk. element B. taurus Caprinae = §. domesticus
Cranium 1

Mandibula 1
Costae 1*

Ulna 1

Tarsalia 1

Metatarsalia 1

&7 neopredeljenih odlomkov / non-identified specimens

Sk. element B. taurus Caprinae  S. domesticus
Mandibula 10(MNE=1?)

Costae 7*

Humerus 1
Femur 2

Tibia 1

Tarsalia 1

&5 + 31 neopredeljenih odlomkov / non-identified specimens

Sl. 8: Priblizna in situ lega zivalskih ostankov z obmoc¢ja hiSe 15A/1 z Mosta na Soci. Ozgani ostanki so zapisani leZece. Zvezdica
(*) oznacuje pogojno taksonomsko opredeljene kosti. Najdbe brez znane in situ lokacije niso bile upostevane (N = 36).

Fig. 8: Approximate in situ location of animal bones in House 15A/1 at Most na Soci. Burnt specimens are written in italics.
Asterisk (*) denotes the tentatively identified bone fragments. Finds without a known in situ location are not shown (N = 36).

prehranskih porcij, medtem ko sta bila v zahodnem
prostoru odkrita le dva spodnja podo¢nika, ki seveda
nimata nikakr$ne kulinari¢ne vrednosti. Zanimiva je
ugotovitev, da edina taksonomsko opredeljena kost iz
delovne jame v srednjem prostoru pripada zelo mla-
demu teletu, kakr$nih je bilo na najdi$¢u najdenih le
pescica. Izmed nekaj deset ozganih kostnih odlomkov
jih ve¢ina (N=15) sodi v zbir 36 kosti/zob brez znane
in situ lege. Izvirajo namre¢ iz ru$evinske plasti, ki je
prekrivala celotno povrsino stavbe. Edini nekoliko
vedji skupek ozganih najdb z znano najdi$¢no lokacijo
sestavljajo drobci goveje spodnje Celjustnice s severne-
ga dela vzhodnega prostora. Vendar pa ti najbrz brez
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the pit and under the south foundation of the house to
continue towards the yard and the path/street to the
south of the building. Both canals were covered with
slabs. The anteroom also revealed a work pit (depth
38 cm), in addition to the four postholes that held its
projecting roof (Fig. 9).%

Most of the animal finds from this building were
found on the floor of the anteroom (N = 27; NISP = 15)
and only seven (NISP = 3) in the main room. In addi-
tion to these, 24 bone fragments lay in the fills of the
two work pits and 26 (NISP = 15) on top of the slabs
covering the two canals. Unfortunately, it is not possible

53 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 166-174.
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izjeme pripadajo na istem mestu najdenemu veéjemu
odlomku istega skeletnega elementa, ki je bil prav tako
izpostavljen ognju. Vedina ozganih kostnih odlomkov
je ¢rno obarvanih.

V okviru analize razprsenosti zivalskih ostankov
znotraj posameznih delavnic so bile proucene hise 12/1,
22/1 in 23/1. Slednja je bila dobro ohranjena. Edini
prostor na vzhodnem delu je bil s $irokim prehodom
odprt proti preddverju, tj. ve¢ji poravnani povrsini brez
kamnitih zidov zahodno od glavnega prostora. Vzhodni
del osrednjega prostora je zasedala velika delovna jama
(globina 35 cm), v kateri so bili najdeni celi in razbiti
glinasti svitki, deli ve¢jega lonca in prezgana ilovica.
Obmogje pred delovno jamo je bilo interpretirano kot
manipulativna povrsina. Posebnost omenjene delovne
jame sta kanala, ki sta bila od tu speljana pod temeljem
juzne stene proti jugu na obmodje hisnega dvorisc¢a in
poti. Pokrita sta bila s plo§¢ami laporja in apnenca. De-
lovna jama je bila vkopana tudi v preddverju (globina
38 cm). V njeni blizini so bile odkrite $tiri luknje za
stojke, ki so nosile nadstresek (s 9).>

Vecina Zivalskih ostankov iz te hise je lezala na
hodni povrsini preddverja (N = 27; NISP = 15), medtem
ko jih je bilo v osrednjem prostoru najdenih le sedem
(NISP = 3). Ob teh je 24 kostnih odlomkov lezalo v
polnilih obeh delovnih jam in dodatnih 26 (NISP = 15)
nad plo$¢ami, ki so prekrivale kanala juzno od hise.
Razpolozljiva terenska dokumentacija ne omogoca
razlikovanja med najdbami obeh delovnih jam (sl. 9).

V gradivu iz hiSe 23/1 je bilo najve¢ ostankov ne
glede na njihovo lego pripisanih drobnici, kar je skladno
z ugotovitvami pri obeh analiziranih stanovanjskih hi-
$ah (4. hisi 8/1, 2 in 15A/1; sl. 7 in 8; glej tudi tab. 5). V
nasprotju s tem kazejo podatki o zastopanosti skeletnih
elementov povsem druga¢no sliko. Delez govejih najdb iz
najmanj mesnatih delov telesa je namre¢ v gradivu iz hise
23/1 bistveno manjsi kot v obeh omenjenih stanovanjskih
hisah. Kar 27 (= 60 %) zbranih kostnih odlomkov je bilo
izpostavljenih ognju, pri ¢emer so oZgane najdbe manjka-
le edino v skupku kosti z obmod¢ja nad obema kanaloma.
Ognju izpostavljeni ostanki so ve¢inoma sivkasto do belo
obarvani. Posamezni odlomki so kalcinirani in izkazujejo
vzdolZne in pre¢ne razpoke. Kaze torej, da so bili za dlje
¢asa izpostavljeni temperaturam nad 700 °C.>*

Ohranjenost preostalih dveh analiziranih delavnic
je bila razmeroma slaba. Od hise 12/1 sta bila in situ
ohranjena le del temelja in jama (globina 32 cm), medtem
ko so izkopavanja hiSe 22/1 razkrila drenazne zidove, del
kamnitih temeljev, odto¢ni kanal in §tiri jame (globine
15cm, 11 cm, 12 cm in 37 cm), ki jih je povezoval kanal >
Zaradi mo¢no poskodovanih struktur je bilo podrobneje
analizirano samo kostno gradivo iz dveh ve¢jih delovnih
jam, kjer — podobno kot v primeru delavnice v hisi 23/1 -

53 Svoljgak, Dular 2016, 166-174.
54 Walker, Miller, Richman 2008.
55 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 102, 154-155.
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to differentiate between the bones originating from each
of the two work pits (Fig. 9).

Regardless of the context, most of the finds from
House 23/1 belong to caprines, in which the workshop
closely resembles the two analysed residential units (i.e.
Houses 8/1&2 and 15A/1; Figs. 7; 8; also see Tab. 5). Skel-
etal element representation, on the other hand, shows
a rather different picture relative to the two mentioned
residential units, characterised by a much smaller share
of cattle bones from the least meaty anatomical regions.
No less than 27 (= 60%) recovered bone fragments show
traces of fire exposure and the sediments above the two
canals are the only analysed contexts to have yielded
none. Most of the burnt bones are greyish to white,
with several specimens completely white and showing
longitudinal, as well as transversal cracks; these bones
must have been exposed to temperatures exceeding
700 °C for a prolonged period of time.>*

The preservation of Houses 12/1 and 22/1 was
rather poor. Of House 12/1, part of the foundation and a
pit (depth 32 cm) were the only remains surviving i situ,
while the excavations of House 22/1 revealed drainage
walls, several foundation stones, a drainage canal and
four pits (depths 15 cm, 11 ¢m, 12 cm and 37 cm, re-
spectively) connected by a canal.> In view of the heavily
damaged structures, only the bone material from the pits
was studied in more detail. The results seem to confirm
the relatively high concentration of cattle bones from
the meatiest parts of the carcass found in the large work
pits of House/workshop 23/1 (Tab. 8; see also Fig. 9).
The three small pits of House 22/1 yielded no more
than seven taxonomically identified specimens, making
the results of any further analysis non-representative.
Nevertheless, we should note the exclusive presence of
isolated teeth and phalanges among the cattle remains
in these pits that may reflect the differences in pit func-
tions (compare to the observation for large work pits;
see Fig. 9, Tab. 8).

The number of burnt (mostly black-coloured)
specimens is relatively high in both House 12/1 (N =15)
and House 22/1 (N = 22), though also high is the total
number of recovered animal remains (Tab. 5). Itis worth
noting that the collection of burnt bones from the large
pit of House 22/1 (i.e. Pit 4) includes either more or
less completely burnt skeletal elements from the least
meaty parts of the carcass (carpals/tarsals, phalanges)
or fragments of long bones with the burnt area limited
to the epiphyseal part (Tab. 8). Of the three analysed
workshops, specimens bearing cut- and chop-marks
were limited to House 12/1 (N = 14).

Several observations also pertain to House 14/1&2.
Archaeozoologically, the most prominent feature of
this building is the great total number of bone finds
(pooled data for Construction Phases 1 and 2: N =

54 Walker, Miller, Richman 2008.
55 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 102, 154-155.
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ANIMAL REMAINS FROM ... MOST NA SOCI

B. taurus Caprinae

1

1*

1

Sk. el B. taurus Caprinae

Maxilla 1

Mandibula 1

Dentes 2 Sk. element
Costae 3 Maxilla
Radius 1+2 Costae
Tibia 2 Humerus
Tarsalia 1 Femur
Metatarsalia 2

Phalanges 1+1 1

&7 + 2 neopredeljena odlomka / non-identified specimens

Sk. element B. taurus Caprinae
Mandibula 1

Vertebrae 1+1*

Humerus 1
Radius 1 1+2
Ulna 1

Metacarpalia 1
Tibia 1
Tarsalia 1
Metatarsalia 1

&5 + 6 neopredeljenih odlomkov / non-identified specimens

&3 neopredeljeni odlomki / non-identified specimens

Sk. element B. taurus Caprinae  S. domesticus
Mandibula 1 1
© Dentes 1 1
Costae 2%
Radius 1 3
Femur 1
Tibia 2 2
Metatarsalia 1 1
b, &9 neopredeljenih odlomkov / non-identified specimens
1
3
e
— 0 1 2m
jama / pit

SL 9: Priblizna in situ lega zivalskih ostankov z obmoc¢ja hie 23/1 z Mosta na Soci. OZgani ostanki so zapisani lezece. Zvezdica
(*) oznacuje pogojno taksonomsko opredeljene kosti. Najdbe brez znane in situ lokacije niso bile upostevane (N = 1).

Fig. 9: Approximate in situ location of animal bones from House 23/1 at Most na Soci. Burnt specimens are written in italics.
Asterisk (*) denotes tentatively identified bone fragments. Finds without a known in situ location are not shown (N = 1).

med govejimi najdbami prevladujejo kosti iz najbolj
mesnatih delov trupa (tab. 8; glej $e sl. 9). V treh manjsih
jamah z obmodja hiSe 22/1 je bilo odkritih samo sedem
taksonomsko opredeljenih ostankov, zato tu podrobnej-
$e analize niso bile izvedene. Je pa kljub temu smiselno
opozoriti, da so med najdbami goveda iz omenjenih
treh manjsih jam zastopani izklju¢no izolirani zobje in
prstnice, saj bi to lahko kazalo na svojevrstno raznolikost v
namembnosti posameznih jam (primerjaj z ugotovitvami,
ki se nanasajo na velike delovne jame; sl. 9, tab. 8).
Stevilo ozganih (pretezno &rno obarvanih) pri-
merkov znotraj obmod¢ja hi§ 12/1 in 22/1 je razmeroma
veliko (N = 15 oziroma 22), vendar je veliko tudi skupno
$tevilo vseh tukaj zbranih kosti in zob (tab. 5). Pomemb-

1,498; NISP = 810), even though neither the size of the
building (< 20 m?) nor the thickness of the debris layer
(Construction Phase 1: up to 0.40 m; Construction
Phase 2: up to 0.35 m) are in any respect exceptional.®
Taxonomically, the bone assemblage does not differ
from what has been observed in other houses, showing
a clear prevalence of caprines over cattle and pig. Game
is represented by no more than three red deer remains:
a fragmented radius and two antler specimens bearing
traces of human modification (Tab. 9).

Skeletal element representation is different from
what has been observed elsewhere in the settlement,

56 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 106-111. Cf. here Dular, Tecco
Hvala, Fig. 46.
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H12/1 H22/1
Pravokotna jama Jama 3 Jama 4 Jama (8t. nezn.)
Rectangular pit Pit 3 Pit 4 Pit (No. unkn.)
Sk. element " "
g 3
E S g g S g H < g i
= S % & S = S % o S
Cranium 1
Maxilla 1 1
Mandibula 1+2 1 1 5
Dentes 1+1 1 2 4
Vertebrae 1 1 5+ IF 3*
Costae (8+4)* (16+7)*
Scapula 1 1 2
Humerus 1 1 2
Radius 2+1 1 1
Ulna 1
Carpalia
Metacarpalia 1 5
Coxae 1 2 3
Femur 1 3+1 1 2
Tibia 1 1 5 3
Tarsalia 1 1 2
Metatarsalia 1 1 1 1+1 1
Phalanges 1 1 3 1 2 1

Tab. 8: Zivalski ostanki iz jam z obmo¢ja hi§ 12/1 in 22/1. Ozgani ostanki so zapisani leze¢e. Zvezdica (*) oznaluje pogojno
taksonomsko opredeljene kosti. Obrazlozitev okrajsave: H - hi$a (npr. H 12/1 - higa 12/1).

Tab. 8: Faunal remains from pits in Houses 12/1 and 22/1. Burnt specimens are written in italics. Asterisk (*) denotes tentatively
identified bone fragments. Explanation of abbreviation: H - House (e.g. H 12/1 - House 12/1).

no je poudariti, da zbir ozganih kostnih odlomkov iz
velike jame z obmod¢ja hiSe 22/1 (tj. jama 4) vkljuc¢uje
bodisi ostanke bolj ali manj v celoti ozganih skeletnih
elementov iz najmanj mesnatih delov trupa (tj. zapestne/
nartne kosti, prstnice) bodisi fragmente dolgih kosti, pri
katerih je ozganost omejena na obmocje epifiz (tab. 8).
Izmed treh analiziranih delavnic so bile kosti s sledmi
vrezov in zasekanin odkrite le v hisi 12/1 (N = 14).

V analizo razpr$enosti zivalskih ostankov na
obmoc¢ju posameznih stavb je bila slednji¢ vkljuéena Se
hisa 14/1, 2 iz kategorije stavb s posebno namembnostjo.
Arheozoolosko je najvedja posebnost te stavbe veliko ste-
vilo odkritih kosti (vsota za prvi dve gradbeni fazi: N =
1.498; NISP = 810), Ceprav niti povrsina hise (< 20 m?)
niti debelina rusevinske plasti (prva gradbena faza do
0,40 m, druga gradbena faza do 0,35 m) v ni¢emer ne
izstopata.”® V taksonomskem smislu se zbir Zivalskih
ostankov ne razlikuje od gradiva, odkritega na obmo¢ju
drugih analiziranih hi$, saj tudi tu koli¢insko prevladuje
drobnica pred govedom in prasi¢em. Divjad je zastopana
s pi¢limi tremi najdbami jelena: odlomkom kozeljnice

56 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 106-111. Cf. tu Dular, Tecco
Hvala, sl. 46.
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especially in the case of cattle. Although the number of
bone fragments from the meatiest parts of the carcass is
not significantly higher in comparison to what has been
observed in (much smaller!) assemblages from some
other structures, in House 14 this seems to be related to a
high degree of mandible/maxilla fragmentation. Indeed,
the number of isolated cattle teeth exceeds the combined
number of carpal/tarsal bones and phalanges by almost
eight times (the mentioned bones are comparable to
teeth in terms of size). This observation is consonant
with the relatively high number of mandible fragments
(N = 33), which is approximately two-fold of what has
been observed for tibia (N = 17) and even more relative
to radius/ulna (N = 12 and 10, respectively). Consider-
ing the small size of most recovered cattle mandible
fragments, it is highly probable that they originate from
a rather limited number of specimens. Even several
of the recorded 33 cattle mandible finds were actually
preserved in more than a single fragment, which were
counted as NISP = 1 as they clearly belonged to the
same specimen. Finally, a much more equal representa-
tion of individual skeletal elements in cattle relative to
what is shown by the observed NISP values is further
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Sk. element B. taurus Caprinae S. domesticus C. elaphus Indeterminatus
Proc. cornualis 2 1
Cornus cervi 2
Cranium 11 3 40
Maxilla 7
Mandibula 33 39
Os hyoideum 3
Dentes 75 117 5
Vertebrae 18 8 97
Costae 8% 45* 56 + 4
Scapula 16 8+1 5 19
Humerus 15 13 1
Radius 12 31+1 1 1
Ulna 10 4 1
Carpalia 1 1
Metacarpalia 13+1 31
Coxae 8 8
Femur 5 8+1
Patella 1
Tibia 17 40 2
Tarsalia 4+1 7 1
Metatarsalia 15 36
Ossa sesamoidea 1
Phalanges 15 12 1
Metapodia 3 1

Tab. 9: Zivalski ostanki z obmodja hise 14/1, 2 z Mosta na Soéi. Ozgani ostanki so zapisani lezece. Zvezdica (*) oznacuje pogojno

taksonomsko opredeljene kosti.

Tab. 9: Faunal remains from House 14/1&2 at Most na So¢i. Burnt specimens are written in italics. Asterisk (*) denotes tentatively

identified bone fragments.

in dvema primerkoma rogovja s sledmi ¢lovekovih
aktivnosti (tab. 9).

Zanimivo posebnost gradiva z obmocja hise 14/1, 2
ponujajo podatki o zastopanosti skeletnih elementov pri
govedu. Ceprav $tevilo kostnih najdb iz najbolj mesnatih
delov telesa bistveno ne presega vrednosti, ugotovljenih
pri (znacilno skromnejsih!) skupkih z obmoc¢ja nekaterih
drugih stavb, kaze v primeru hiSe 14/1, 2 taksno stanje
pripisati izraziti fragmentiranosti Celjustnic. Zakaj?
Stevilo izoliranih govejih zob, denimo, presega skupno
$tevilo primerljivo velikih zapestnih/nartnih kosti in
prstnic za skoraj osemkrat. Skladen s tem je podatek,
da stevilo prepoznanih odlomkov spodnje ¢eljustnice
(N = 33) za najmanj dvakrat presega Stevilo zbranih
primerkov golenice (N = 17), kozeljnice (N = 12) in
komol¢nice (N = 10). Ne nazadnje je treba omeniti dej-
stvo, da so najdeni odlomki govejih spodnjih ¢eljustnic
razmeroma majhni. To namrec le $e povecuje verjetnost,
da bi utegnili pripadati razmeroma majhnemu §tevilu
intenzivneje zdrobljenih primerkov tega skeletnega
elementa. Pravzaprav so bile tudi posamezne izmed 33
dokumentiranih govejih spodnjih ¢eljustnic zastopane
z ve¢ odlomki, ki pa so bili zaradi o¢itne pripadosti isti
kosti dokumentirani kot NISP = 1. Se zadnji, a zato
ni¢ manj pomemben argument v prid tezi o izraziti
fragmentiranosti govejih ¢eljustnic izhaja iz vrednosti

indicated by the minimum number of elements (MNE).
As clearly shown in Table 10, individual anatomical
regions seem to be rather equally represented among
cattle bone finds from House 14, the only exception
being the underrepresented foot bones. The combined
number of recovered carpal and tarsal bones is only six,
with the phalanges being only slightly more numerous
(phalanx 1: 9; phalanx 2: 6; phalanx 3: 0). Because the
carpals, tarsals and phalanges are not smaller than iso-
lated teeth, the discrepancy between the abundance of
cranial remains and the paucity of feet bones does not
seem to be coincidental.

The same may hold true for the similarly small
number of horn cores (N = 3) as cranium fragments do
not seem to be underrepresented. Their total number is
small (N =11), but no less than 40 cranial fragments are
among the many taxonomically unidentified remains
from the same area.”” And even so, the MNE value for
cattle crania does not fall short of what has been ob-
served in other skeletal elements, at least not relative to
mandibles, epistrophei and humeri (Tab. 10). Consider-
ing the many detached cattle and goat horn cores found

57 Similarly, the non-identified material originating from
House 14 included 113 rib fragments, of which at least a third
corresponds to the ‘large herbivore’ size group and are thus
(prevalently) ascribable to cattle.
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Sk. element NISP MNE
Cranium 11 6
Mandibula 33 7
Epistropheus 3 4
Humerus 15 7
Astragalus 2 1
Calcaneus 2 1
Phalanx I 9 2
Phalanx IT 6 1

indeksa “najmanjse $tevilo elementov” (MNE) za izbrane
skeletne elemente. Iz podatkov v tabeli 10 namre¢ izhaja,
da so v zbranem gradivu posamezni deli trupa razmero-
ma enakomerno zastopani. Izjema so eventualno kosti
spodnjega dela nog, saj znasa skupno $tevilo odkritih
zapestnih in glezenjskih kosti komaj Sest. Podobno redke
so najdbe prstnic ($t. prvih/drugih/tretjih prstnic: 9/6/0).
Ker slednje velikostno ne zaostajajo za izoliranimi zob-
mi, razkorak med $tevilénostjo npr. lobanjskih ostankov
in ostankov spodnjega dela nog ne bi smel biti nakljucen.

Zgornje ugotovitve je mogoce povezati s skromnim
$tevilom odkritih ostankov roznic (N = 3), saj odlomki
lobanje sami po sebi niso podpovpre¢no zastopani. Nji-
hovo skupno $tevilo je resda majhno (N = 11), vendar
je kar 40 lobanjskih odlomkov najti med taksonomsko
neopredeljenimi ostanki.”” Kljub temu vrednost indeksa
MNE za goveje lobanje ne odstopa od vrednosti za druge
skeletne elemente (glej npr. spodnjo ¢eljustnico, okretaé
in nadlahtnico; tab. 10). Glede na Stevilne najdbe bovi-
dnih roznic na obmo¢ju naselbine bi njihova skromna
zastopanost v gradivu iz hi$e 14 lahko pricala o uporabi
teh skeletnih elementov za surovino.

O razmeroma enakomerni zastopanosti bolj in manj
mesnatih delov trupa je mogoce govoriti tudi v primeru
ovce, koze in prasi¢a. Vendar pri omenjenih treh vrstah
to ne pomeni presenecenja, saj so bili enaki rezultati
pridobljeni pri analizi vseh $estih obravnavanih stavb, ne-
odvisno od njihove domnevne namembnosti (glej sl. 7-9;
tab. 8). Dodatno podobnost z govedom pomeni dejstvo,
da $tevilo izoliranih zob presega $tevilo podobno velikih
(ali celo nekoliko vecjih) skeletnih elementov spodnjega
dela nog. Po drugi strani izkazuje zbir ov¢jih/kozjih in
izrazito bolj$o zastopanost kozeljnic/komol¢nic in golenic
v primerjavi z nadlahtnicami in stegnenicami (tab. 10).
Poglavitni razlog za to je brz¢as metodoloske narave, saj
so manjsi odlomki diafiz koZeljnic in golenic praviloma
lazje anatomsko in taksonomsko opredeljivi od odlomkov
nadlahtnic in stegnenic.

Izmed zivalskih ostankov z obmo¢je hise 14 je
bilo deset primerkov ozganih (prevladujoca obarvanost

57 Zbir taksonomsko neopredeljenih najdb z obmogja
hiSe 14 med drugim vklju¢uje 113 odlomkov reber. Med temi
jih je bila tretjina uvrs¢ena v velikostno skupino “veliki rastli-
nojedi” in torej (ve¢inoma) brzcas pripadajo govedu.
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Tab. 10: Stevil¢nost ostankov izbranih skeletnih elementov
goveda v gradivu z obmocja hiSe 14/1, 2 z Mosta na Soc¢i. Ko-
li¢ina najdb je podana kot najmanjse $tevilo elementov (MNE).
Tab. 10: Abundance data for a selection of skeletal elements
in the assemblage of cattle remains from House 14/1&2 at
Most na Soci. Abundance is given as the minimum number
of elements (MNE).

scattered around the settlement, their low number in the
area of House 14 likely reflects the usage of this skeletal
element as raw material.

Sheep/goat and pig skeletal element representation
in House 14 seems to conform to that of cattle and thus
resemble the pattern observed for the same taxa in each
of the other buildings analysed in detail (see Figs. 7-9;
Tab. 8). Again, the number of isolated teeth exceeds
the number of similarly sized (or even slightly larger)
skeletal elements of the feet. A unique feature with these
two taxa is a pronounced overrepresentation of ulnae/
radii and tibiae relative to humeri and femora (Tab. 10).
This may largely be explained by the small radii and tibia
diaphyseal fragments being anatomically and taxonomi-
cally more easily identifiable in comparison with the
similarly preserved fragments of humeri and femora.

Ten bone fragments from the area of House 14 were
burnt (they are predominantly black-coloured), six bear
cut- and/or chop-marks (including a fragmented deer
antler) and two show traces of gnawing (attributable
to dogs).

TRACES OF RITUAL ACTIVITIES

The most prominent example related to ritual ac-
tivities at the settlement of Most na So¢i is House 6/2, a
presumed burnt-offering place.® Animal remains from
this structure support such an interpretation. This is
evident by the prevalence of sheep/goat finds over those
of cattle and pig, but even more so by the almost exclu-
sive representation of cranial and feet skeletal elements
(Tab. 11), as the total of 91 taxonomically identified
specimens include 67 isolated teeth and cranial frag-
ments (maxillary and mandibular splitters included).
Further 17 specimens are tarsal bones, metatarsals and
phalanges, resulting in the number of skeletal elements
from the meatier parts of the carcass to be as low as
seven. Surprisingly, a single bone fragment was burnt.®

Another important feature of animal bone assem-
blages from the burnt-offering places in the Alps is a high
fragmentation of the finds. At the Brandopferplatz from

58 Steiner [ed.] 2010.
5 Zohmann, Forstenpointer, Galik 2010.
0 Cf. Zohmann, Forstenpointer, Galik 2010, 831-852.
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kostnine je ¢rna), na $estih so bili opazeni vrezi in/ali
zasekanine (to velja tudi za odlomek jelenjega rogovja),
dva kostna odlomka pa sta bila obgrizena.

SLEDI OBREDNIH AKTIVNOSTI

Najocitnejsi primer obrednega dogajanja v Zelezno-
dobni naselbini na Mostu na So¢i je domnevni Zgalno-
daritveni prostor na obmo¢ju hise 6/2.% Tam zbrani Zival-
ski ostanki tak$no interpretacijo podpirajo. To je mogoce
soditi Ze na podlagi prevladujocega deleza zastopanosti
drobnice nad govedom in prasi¢em, zares pomenljiva pa
je skoraj izklju¢na prisotnost ostankov glave in spodnjega
dela nog (tab. 11).° Med skupno 91 taksonomsko opre-
deljenimi Zzivalskimi najdbami z obmod¢ja stavbe 6/2 je
namrec izoliranih zob in odlomkov lobanje (vklju¢no z
del¢ki ¢eljustnic) kar 67. Nadaljnjih 17 primerkov je nart-
nih kosti, stopalnic in prstnic, kar pomeni, da je ostankov
iz bolj mesnatih delov trupa zgolj sedem. V nasprotju s
pri¢akovanyji je bil v celotnem gradivu odkrit le en kostni
odlomek s sledmi izpostavljenosti ognju.®’

Se ena pomembna znacilnost arheozooloskega
gradiva z alpskih zgalnodaritvenih prostorov je izrazita
fragmentiranost najdb. Nazoren primer predstavlja
najdisce St. Walburg v dolini Ulten (Zgornje Poadizje,
severna Italija), kjer je bilo med raziskovanjem tam
odkritega Zgalnodaritvenega prostora s sejanjem se-
dimenta pridobljenih kar 20,9 kg kostnih in zobnih
najdb od skupno 24,7 kg vsega na tej lokaciji zbranega
arheozooloskega gradiva. Pri tem so ve¢ kot polovico
mase (tj. 13 kg) prispevali neopredeljivi kostni/zobni
drobci.®! Zivalski ostanki z Mosta na So¢i so bili prido-
bljeni izklju¢no z ro¢nim pobiranjem, zato je koli¢ina
najmanj$ih najdb zagotovo podcenjena. Zaradi skrom-
nega deleza taksonomsko neopredeljenih ostankov, ki
ne dosega niti 50 odstotkov vseh zbranih najdb, kaze
pomanjkljivo vzoréenje domnevati tudi pri srednje
velikih kostnih odlomkih. Ker je bilo v okviru hise 6
mogoce taksonomsko opredeliti prav vse zbrane kosti in
zobe, stopnje fragmentiranosti kostnega gradiva seveda
ni mogoce zadovoljivo oceniti. Na to, da so vendarle tudi
prebivalci zeleznodobnega Mosta na So¢i znotraj hise 6
obredno posegali v celovitost kostnih najdb, bi utegnile
kazati goveji prstnici s sledmi vrezov in zasekanin ter
slaba ohranjenost obeh najdenih kozjih/ov¢jih petnic,
ki sicer veljajo za trdnejs$e elemente sesalskega skeleta.®?

Obredno ozadje kaze brz¢as pripisati tudi najdbam
petih prvih in ene druge prstnice goveda, ki so bile izra-
zito dorzoventralno obrusene (sl. 10). Na enem od pri-
merkov so bile opazene tudi sledi vreza. Gre za najdbe,

58 Cf. Steiner [ur.] 2010.

%9 Zohmann, Forstenpointer, Galik 2010.

0 Cf. Zohmann, Forstenpointer, Galik 2010, 831-852.
61 Cf. Zohmann, Forstenpointer, Galik 2010, 852.

62 Cf. Gruskovnjak, Omahen, Toskan 2018, 240.

Sk. element B. taurus Caprinae S. domesticus

Cranium
Maxilla
Mandibula 5
19 33

Dentes

Vertebrae

Scapula 1

Humerus 1 1
Radius
Ulna
Carpalia

Metacarpalia 1

Coxae

Femur
Tibia
Tarsalia

Metatarsalia

Phalanges 8 3 1

Tab. 11: Zivalski ostanki z obmo¢ja hise 6 z Mosta na Soéi.
Zvezdica (*) oznacuje pogojno taksonomsko opredeljene kosti.
Tab. 11: Faunal remains from House 6 at Most na So¢i. Asterisk
(*) denotes tentatively identified bone fragments.

St. Walburg in the Ulten valley (Alto Adige, northern
Italy), for instance, 20.9 kg of a total of 24.7 kg faunal
remains was gathered by water sieving, with more than
half (13 kg) of the material under examination consist-
ing of unidentifiable bone gravel.! At Most na Sodi,
no water sieving was performed. Moreover, the mere
50% contribution of non-identifiable finds indicates
that not even medium-sized splitters may have been
efficiently collected. House 6/2 revealed not a single
non-identifiable tooth or bone fragment. Consequently,
no detailed comments relative to the intensity of bone
fragmentation can be given. Nevertheless, the presence
of chop- and cut-marks on two of the cattle phalanges,
together with the poor state of preservation of both re-
covered sheep/goat calcanei,®? may indicate the existence
of such a (ritual) practice.

An additional archaeozoological indication of cult
activities is the discovery of several dorsally and ven-
trally abraded cattle first (N = 5) and second phalanges
(N'=1). The modifications are very pronounced (Fig. 10),
with one of the specimens also bearing a cut-mark. Such
finds are traditionally interpreted as ritual or gaming
pieces, even though the possibility of their usage as tools
in different stages of the chaine opératoire of ceramics
production has also been proposed.®* As all seven of
these objects from Most na So¢i are associated with the
well-constructed/furnished residential units (Fig. 13),
the latter option seems less realistic.

61 7ohmann, Forstenpointer, Galik 2010, 852.

2 Cf. Grugkovnjak, Omahen, Tokan 2018, 240.

6 Oravnikovd, Hromadov4, Vla¢iky 2017, 43-45, 53
with references.
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SL. 10: Izbor obrudenih prstnic goveda v gradivu z Mosta na Soci. (Foto: D. Valoh)
Fig. 10: A selection of abraded cattle phalanges from Most na Soci. (Photo: D. Valoh)

kakr$ne posamezni avtorji ve¢inoma interpretirajo kot
obredne ali igralne predmete, nekateri pa v njih vidijo
orodja za obdelavo lonéenine.®® Ker je bilo na Mostu
na So¢i vseh Sest tak$nih najdb odkritih na obmod¢ju
posameznih bolje grajenih/opremljenih stanovanjskih
his (sl. 13), se zdi v tukaj$njem primeru zadnja moznost
vsekakor manj verjetna.

Poseben komentar na tem mestu zasluZita $e ne-
obicajna skupka zverskih dlan¢nic/stopalnic z obmocij
hi§ 3/1 in 31 (tab. 12). Ceprav je mogoce posebne moci
pripisati kateremu koli skeletnemu elementu, so v smislu
amuletov ljudje najpogosteje posegali po lobanji (pred-
vsem po Celjustnicah z zobmi) in kosteh $ap. Morda je
k temu pripomoglo dejstvo, da prav ti skeletni elementi
najbolje odsevajo prehranjevanje, obrambno vedenje in
nacin gibanja posamezne Zivali in tako zajemajo njeno
bistvo. Zobje in ¢eljustnice so seveda klju¢ni pri prehra-
njevanju, pomembno vlogo pa imajo tudi pri razkazo-
vanju, obrambi in napadu. Podobno velja za kremplje,

63 Oravnikova, Hromadov4, Vlaciky 2017, 43-45, 53, in
tam navedeni viri.
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Houses 3/1 and 31 yielded two modest concen-
trations of carnivore metacarpal/metatarsal bones
(Tab. 12). Although any skeletal element could be
ascribed special powers, it seems that the bones from
the head (especially the mouth with the teeth) and feet
were particularly sought after for amulets, as bones of
power. Perhaps this was because these skeletal elements
best reflect the eating and defensive habits, as well as the
styles of movement of particular animals and thus best
represent them. Teeth and jaws are clearly important
for feeding; they are also used in display, defence and
attack. Claws and talons are important for defence and
attack. Foot bones are closely linked to animal move-
ment. Moreover, the limited types of skeletal elements
chosen for cult activities are believed not to have been
obtained randomly, but on special occasions, from sac-
rificed animals, from feasting and/or from particular
animals.®* The dog - but possibly also the fox - were
often seen as such particular animals by the local Iron

4 See e.g. Choyke 2010, 201.
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Tab. 12: Najdbe zveri z obmo¢ja his 3/1 in 31 z Mosta na So¢i.
Obrazlozitev okrajsave: H — hiSa (npr. H 3/1 - hisa 3/1).

Tab. 12: Carnivore bone finds from Houses 3/1 and 31 at
Most na So¢i. Explanation of abbreviation: H - House (e.g.
H 3/1 - House 3/1).

medtem ko so kosti $ap tesno povezane z na¢inom gi-
banja. Razmeroma ozek izbor skeletnih elementov, ki so
bili uporabljani kot amuleti, vsekakor pri¢a o na¢rtnem
izboru ustreznih kosti/zob. Nakljucen ni bil niti njihov
izvor, saj so v ta namen uporabljene kosti oziroma zobje
domnevno izvirali iz posebno izbranih, marsikdaj brz¢as
obredno Zrtvovanih zivali.* Pes je bil v dojemanju Ze-
leznodobnih skupnosti jugovzhodnih in vzhodnih Alp
pogosto razumljen kot Zival s poudarjenim simbolnim®
pomenom, podobno pa je morda veljalo tudi za lisico.
Kaze torej, da bi pri najdbi dlan¢nice in obeh stopalnic
lisice z obmocja mlajsezeleznodobne hise 31 lahko $lo za
nekaksen simbolni skupek najdb (amulet?). V primeru
petih pasjih dlan¢nic/stopalnic z obmocja hise 3/1 je
to manj verjetno. Prej bi kazalo razmigljati o tem, da so
tam odkrite kosti - zbir vkljucuje vecje Stevilo ostankov
domnevno iste zivali (sL. 11) - ostanek pokopa/zakopa
cele Zivali. Taksna najdba bi seveda utegnila pricati o
posebni navezanosti gospodarja na svojo Zival.

RAZPRAVA

Namen tukaj predstavljene arheozooloske studije
je bil pridobiti vpogled v socialno razslojenost in funk-
cionalno specializacijo zeleznodobne skupnosti z Mosta
na So¢i. Dolocena stopnja druzbene kompleksnosti je
bila dokazana ze na podlagi analize arheoloskega gra-
diva, pri ¢emer je bilo ocenjeno, da ta ni bila izrazita.
Vpogled v raster raziskanega dela naselbine namre¢
ne izkazuje stroge prostorske organizacije in lo¢enosti
med delavnigkimi in stanovanjskimi ¢etrtmi, prav tako
ni mogoce govoriti o kakr$ni koli prostorski segregaciji
med bogatej$imi in skromnejsimi higami.®

Rezultati analize Zivalskih ostankov tak§no oceno
podpirajo. O doloceni stopnji druzbene kompleksnosti
prica Ze dejstvo, da ugotovljena variabilnost v vrstni
raznolikosti, $tevil¢nosti ostankov posameznih taksonov
in delezu zastopanosti njihovih skeletnih elementov med
gradivom iz so¢asno naseljenih his ne zaostaja za variabil-
nostjo istovrstnih podatkov pri zbirih najdb iz kronolosko
raznolikih stavb (tab. 4; sl. 6). Za klju¢ni arheozooloski
argument v prid teze o socialni razslojenosti in funkcio-
nalni specializaciji prouc¢evane druzbe sta se sicer izkazala
druga kazalnika, $e najocitneje nemara razlika v vzorcu

64 Glej npr. Choyke 2010, 201.

65 Riedel 1977, 163-181; De Grossi Mazzorin, Tagliacoz-
70 1997; Kmetova 2006; Skvor Jernej¢ic, Toskan, v tisku.

% Glej tu Dular, Tecco Hvala, 86-90.
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H3/1 H 31
Sk. element C. familiaris V. vulpes
sin. dex. sin. dex.
Scapula 1
Humerus 1
Metacarpus 3 1
Metacarpus 4 1 1
Metacarpus 5 1
Tibia 1
Metatarsus 2 1
Metatarsus 3 1 1
Metatarsus 4 1
Phalanx 1 3

Age communities.%> In consequence, the presence of a
fox metacarpal and two metatarsals in the area of the La
Teéne House 31 could indeed reflect some sort of a ritual.
The five dog metapodial bones from House 3/1, on the
contrary, rather represent the remains of an entire or
at least a substantial part of a dog carcass, since several
other bones were found nearby (Fig. 11). If so, the find
could be seen as the manifestation of a special relation-
ship between the dog and its master.

DISCUSSION

The aim of this study was to gain new insights into
the social stratification and functional differentiation
of the Iron Age community living at Most na So¢i. The
existence of some sort of societal complexity has already
been indicated by archaeological data, though the ab-
sence of any clear spatial segregation between residential
units and workshops, as well as between the well- and
the less well-constructed/furnished residential units sug-
gests the stratification to have been relatively limited.

Archaeozoologically, the existence of societal com-
plexity can be gleamed from the small amplitudes of the
observed diachronic changes in the taxonomic rich-
ness, individual species abundances, mortality profiles
and skeletal element representation data relative to the
variation emerging from the comparison of analogue
data on the level of houses dated to the same habitation
phase (Tab. 4; Fig. 6). Although even the variability of
the analysed data pertaining to coeval houses is not
prominent, some of the observed special characteristics
are nevertheless indicative of either social stratification
or functional differentiation of the population. This is
perhaps most clearly visible in the spatial distribution
of game remains exclusive of deer antlers. The great

65 Riedel 1977, 163-181; De Grossi Mazzorin, Tagliacoz-
70 1997; Kmetova 2006; Skvor Jernejci¢, Toskan, in press.
66 See here Dular, Tecco Hvala, 86—90.
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SL. 11: Pasji ostanki z obmo¢ja hige 3/1 z Mosta na Soc¢i. (Foto: D. Valoh)
Fig. 11: Dog finds from House 3/1 at Most na So¢i. (Photo: D. Valoh)
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razpr$enosti odlomkov jelenovega rogovja v primerjavi
z razpr$enostjo vseh drugih ostankov lovnih vrst. Ve¢ina
teh je bila namre¢ najdena na obmocju posameznih bolje
grajenih/opremljenih stanovanjskih hi$, medtem ko med
izkopavanji slabse grajenih/opremljenih stanovanjskih hi§
tovrstne najdbe niso bile odkrite (fab. 6). Na posamezne
kosti divjadi so izkopavalci naleteli $e na obmo¢ju dveh
stavb s posebno, domnevno skupnostno namembnostjo
in pri treh delavnicah.®’ Pri tem je pomenljivo, da so med
najdbami z obmod¢ja delavnic zastopane zgolj kosti iz naj-
manj mesnatih delov telesa, medtem ko so med najdbami
iz posameznih stanovanjskih his in obeh stavb s posebno
namembnostjo zastopani tudi nekateri skeletni elementi
iz najbolj mesnatih anatomskih regij (tab. 6 in 9). Kaze
torej, da prebivalcem Zeleznodobne naselbine z Mosta
na So¢i divjadina ni sluzila kot koli¢insko pomemben vir

67 Brez upostevanja pogojno opredeljenih ostankov div-
jega prasica se Stevilo delavnic z najdbami divjadi zmanjsa
na zgolj dve.

<«
S 12: Odlomek nadlahtnice rjavega medveda (desno)
dokazuje obc¢asen lov na najvec¢jo evropsko zver ter tudi
uzivanje njenega mesa. Najdba izvira z obmocja bolje
grajene/opremljene hi$e 1. Za primerjavo je prikazana
neposkodovana nadlahtnica sodobnega rjavega med-
veda (levo). (Foto: D. Valoh)

Fig. 12: The fragmented brown bear humerus (right)
prooves both occasional hunting and the consumption
of the largest European carnivore of the time by the
supposedly high-ranked inhabitants of House 1. An
unfragmented brown bear humerus of a recent animal
is shown (left) for comparison. (Photo: D. Valoh)

majority of such finds, representing classic food waste,
were found in the well-constructed/furnished residen-
tial units, while the less well constructed/furnished
residential units yielded none (Tab. 6). Two of the four
special-purpose houses analysed in detail and three®’
workshops revealed individual game remains as well.
Workshops only yielded skeletal elements of the least
meaty parts of the carcass, while residential units and
special-purpose buildings revealed skeletal elements
from all anatomical regions (Tabs. 6 and 9). This shows
game as a quantitatively irrelevant source of food at Most
na So¢i, but its consumption may have represented an
important status symbol for the wealthy or high-ranking
individuals (Fig. 12). The presence of red deer and pos-
sibly wild boar finds in the area of the special-purpose
Houses 14 and 30, amongst which skeletal elements from
the meatiest parts of the carcass prevail, indicates that

67 If tentatively identified wild boar remains are omitted,
the number of workshops yielding game remains drops to two.
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@ jelen: rogovje / red deer: antlers
@ bovidi: roznice / bovid: horn cores
\ @ govedo: obrusene prstnice / cattle: abraded phalanges

SI. 13: Tloris Zeleznodobne naselbine Most na So¢i (posamezne hi$e so oznacene s ¢rnimi oziroma sivimi $tevilkami). Prikazana
je razprSenost najdb jelenjega rogovja, bovidnih (tj. govejih in kozjih) roznic in dorzoventralno obrusenih govejih prstnic.

Fig. 13: Settlement structures at Iron Age Most na So¢i (individual houses are marked in black and gray). Also shown is the spatial
distribution of red deer antlers, bovid (i.e. cattle and goat) horn cores and cattle phalanges with abraded ventral/dorsal surfaces.

mesa in mascob, je pa utegnilo biti poseganje po tovrstni (occasional?) consumption of game could have had an
hrani razumljeno kot kazalnik vi§jega statusa (sl 12). even more complex social role.
Ostanki jelena in morda divjega prasi¢a na obmocju The only other archaeozoological indication of the
stavb s posebno namembnostjo (tj. znotraj hi$ 14 in 30), social stratification of the Most na So¢i Iron Age com-
med katerimi skeletni elementi iz bolj mesnatih delov munity refers to the age-at-death data for sheep and goat.
telesa celo prevladujejo, bi lahko pri¢ali o (ob¢asnem?) Here, the differentiation between the well-constructed/
uzivanju divjacine tudi v okviru specifi¢nih (obrednih?) furnished residential units and those less well built is
skupnostnih aktivnosti. not as straightforward. Nevertheless, access to young
Drugi, do neke mere manj izrazit arheozooloski adult sheep/goats seems to have been much easier for
kazalnik socialne razslojenosti in funkcionalne dife- high-ranked individuals, allowing them to all but resign
renciacije v okviru Zeleznodobnega Mosta na So¢i so from consuming culinarily less valued animals of over
podatki o starosti ob zakolu pri drobnici. Kaze namre¢, three years of age. The pattern shown by the data rela-
da so imeli stanovalci bolje grajenih/opremljenih hig lazji tive to workshops resembles the one from the less well
dostop do mesa mladih koz in ovc, zaradi ¢esar jim po constructed/furnished houses, with the two considered
manj cenjenem mesu ve¢ kot tri leta starih zivali skoraj special-purpose buildings (i.e. Houses 14/1 and 14/2)
ni bilo treba posegati. V okviru slabse grajenih/oprem- falling in the middle between the two extremes (Tab. 7).
ljenih stanovanjskih stavb je razmerje ostankov obeh Unfortunately, not much can be said about the abundance
starostnih skupin obrnjeno, po namembnosti specifiéna of juveniles, since only very few deciduous teeth have been
hisa 14 pa kaze v tem smislu vmesno sliko (tab. 7). Zal collected. As a matter of fact, in the absence of sieving not
o vzorcu razprSenosti ostankov kozli¢ev in jagnjet ni even the number of permanent teeth can be considered as
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mogoce povedati ni¢esar dokoncnega, saj je bila uspes-
nost zajemanja mle¢nih zob nezadovoljiva. Pravzaprav
je bilo metodolosko pomanjkljivo tudi zajemanje stalnih
zob, vendar je ugotovljen razkorak med bolje grajenimi/
opremljenimi stanovanjskimi hiSami na eni strani ter
delavnicami in slab$e grajenimi/opremljenimi hisami
na drugi strani v tem primeru dovolj o¢iten, da ga kaze
razumeti kot relevantnega.

Povedna vrednost mortalitetnih profilov za go-
vedo in prasica je zaradi piclega Stevila razpolozljivih
podatkov skromna (pril. I in 2). Pri prasicih je klavna
starost le izjemoma presegala tri leta, medtem ko med
govejimi ostanki prevladujejo zobje odraslih in starih
zivali. Zanimivi so podatki o pojavnosti eksostoz in/ali
razdiritev proksimalne sklepne povrsine pri prstnicah
goveda, kar naj bi pri¢alo o dolgotrajnem intenzivnem
izkori$¢anju krav, volov in morda celo bikov kot delov-
ne zivine.®® Tovrstne najdbe, ki jih kaZe torej pripisati
odraslim/starim zivalim, so bile odkrite na obmod¢ju
bolje grajenih/opremljenih stanovanjskih hi$ ter tudi
med izkopavanji nekoliko slabse grajenih/opremljenih
stavb. Zato se zdi utemeljeno domnevati, da je uzivanje
govedine prevladovalo nad uzivanjem teletine v celotni
naselbini, neodvisno od socialnega statusa posameznika.

Eden pomembnejsih ciljev proucevanja funkci-
onalne specializacije v okviru Zeleznodobnega Mosta
na So¢i je bil ponuditi nove podatke o namembnosti
posameznih hi§ oziroma prostorov v njih. Zato je bila
podrobno analizirana razprsenost zivalskih ostankov v
stavbah. Ker so bile te ve¢inoma uni¢ene v pozarih, je
velik del hi$nega inventarja domnevno ohranjen in situ,
kar zagotavlja skoraj optimalne razmere za rekonstruk-
cijo vzorca vsakodnevne uporabe razli¢nih delov his.

Pozornost je bila sprva usmerjena v stanovanjski hisi
8 in 15A/1. Na podlagi arheoloskih in arheozooloskih
podatkov je mogoce sklepati, da sta oba povr$insko naj-
manjsa (tj. vzhodna) prostora sluzila kot shramba hrane
in morda $e Cesa. Tak$no interpretacijo med drugim
podpirajo majhnost obeh prostorov, odsotnost ognjis¢,
odkritje tevilnih odlomkov velikega silosa (hisa 15A/1),
mnozina zivalskih ostankov vzdolz sten, kjer so bile za-
loge mesa domnevno odlozene na nekaksne odlagalne
povrsine in/ali obesene (hi$a 15A/1; sl. 8), ter ne nazadnje
$tevil¢nost Zivalskih ostankov v obeh omenjenih prostorih
v primerjavi z drugima dvema prostoroma istih his. Sled-
njega ni mogoce pripisati morebitni slab$i ohranjenosti
ostalin v osrednjem in zahodnem delu obravnavanih
stanovanjskih stavb, saj to ne drzi.% Verjetneje je, da je
treba skromno $tevilo zivalskih ostankov v najmanj obeh
srednjih prostorih, ki sta nedvomno sluzila kot osrednji
bivanjski prostor posamezne hise, pripisati temu, da so
jih stanovalci redno ¢istili.”® Tako tudi ne preseneca, da

68 Bartosiewicz, Van Neer, Lentacker 1997.

% Svoljdak, Dular 2016, 78, 125.

70 Skladen s tak$no interpretacijo je podatek o $tevilu Zi-
valskih najdb znotraj in v neposredni okolici hise 23/1. Naj-

completely reliable. Nevertheless, the observed discrepan-
cies between the well-constructed/furnished residential
units on one side and the workshops together with the
less well constructed/furnished residential units on the
other can be seen as significant.

Mortality profiles for cattle and pig are even less
reliable due to a much smaller amount of available
tooth-wear data (Apps. I and 2). In pig, the culling age
only rarely exceeded three years, while in cattle adult
and mature specimens supposedly prevailed. Additional
insights might be gained from the spatial distribution
of cattle phalanges sporting exostoses and/or lipping,
of which quite a few were found. Such sub-pathological
formations are often seen as indicative of an intensive
exploitation of the animal’s draught power and should
thus be associated with adult or even mature cows, oxen
and possibly bulls.®® At Most na So¢i, subpathological
cattle phalanges were found in both well- and less well
constructed/furnished residential units. It follows that
the consumption of beef over veal might have been the
norm for almost everyone in the settlement, irrespective
of social rank.

An important part of the study of the functional
differentiation at Most na So¢i focused on providing
new data relative to the purpose of individual buildings/
rooms. This was attempted by focusing on the spatial
distribution pattern of animal finds within individual
buildings. Since the considered houses are believed to
have been destroyed by fire, a large part of their contents
has survived and can be used in reconstructing the
everyday life of the inhabitants.

Houses 8 and 15A/1 are interpreted as residential
units. According to both archaeological and archaeo-
zoological data, the two smallest (east) rooms in each of
the houses were used for storing food and possibly other
supplies. This is indicated by the small size of the rooms,
the absence of hearths, the presence of fragmented walls
of alarge ceramic container in House 15A/1, the concen-
tration of animal bones along the walls, where the meat
supplies were either laid on a levelled surface or hung
(House 15A/1; Fig. 8), and - last but not least - the rela-
tive abundance of animal remains as opposed to other
parts of the houses. Both central rooms, serving as the
main living area, yielded a considerably smaller number
of animal remains. Similarly small is the abundance of
teeth and bones recovered in the two west rooms. The
observed discrepancy is certainly not a consequence of
a poorer state of preservation of the western parts, as
they were actually fairly well preserved.®® Instead, it is
rather an indication of regular cleaning activities of the
living space.”’ Not surprisingly, most bones from the

68 Bartosiewicz, Van Neer, Lentacker 1997.

 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 78, 125.

70 This seems to be confirmed by the abundance of ani-
mal finds recovered in and around House 23/1. Indeed, the
least number of teeth/bones lay in the east (= main) room,
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vedji del sicer malostevilnih kosti in zob iz obeh srednjih
in zahodnih prostorov izvira iz polnil posameznih jam.”!
Na podlagi navedenega se zdi tako Stevilne Zzivalske
ostanke v obeh vzhodnih prostorih $e najbolj utemeljeno
razumeti kot ostanek uni¢enih zalog (mesne) hrane, ki
so jih stanovalci ob izbruhu pozara pa¢ pustili v hisah. S
tem bi bilo mogoce razloziti tudi $tevilne ozgane kostne
odlomke, med katerimi prevladujejo deli spodnjih ¢eljust-
nic in kosti spodnjega dela nog (s. 7in 8). Gre namre¢ za
skeletne elemente iz najmanj mesnatih delov telesa, zato
je bila njihova izpostavljenost ognju bolj neposredna od
z mesom obdanih dolgih kosti okon¢in.

Analiza razpr$enosti najdb v delavnicah je bila
usmerjena na hise 12/1, 22/1 in 23/1. Ohranjenost
prvih dveh je bila zal slaba, zaradi ¢esar je bilo mogoce
v analizo vkljuciti zgolj ostanke iz polnila posameznih
jam. V taksonomskem smislu se gradivo iz delavnic ne
razlikuje od tistega, odkritega na obmocju obeh prej
obravnavanih stanovanjskih his. Po stevilu najdb namre¢
v obeh primerih prevladujeta drobnica in govedo pred
domacim prasi¢em (tab. 8; sl. 9). Je pa bil velik razkorak
med obema kategorijama stavb odkrit na ravni delezev
zastopanosti posameznih skeletnih elementov pri gove-
du, saj je Stevilénost kosti iz bolj mesnatih delov telesa
na obmod¢ju delavnic znatno vecja (tab. 8; sl. 7-9).

Prevlada odlomkov lobanje in kosti spodnjega
dela nog med govejimi ostanki iz shrambnega prostora
stanovanjskih hi§ 8 in 15A/1 bi lahko nakazovala prakso,
po kateri bi se zamudno in tehni¢no zahtevno locevanje
mesa od vecjih dolgih kosti okon¢in praviloma izvajalo
na dvoris¢ih oziroma ulicah ali v okviru posameznih
namensko postavljenih stavb (glej spodnji komentar k
morebitni namembnosti hise 14). V tem primeru bi kazalo
domnevati, da je bila govedina/teletina v posameznih
stanovanjskih hiSah ve¢inoma hranjena kot meso brez
kosti, pri ¢éemer bi izjemo pomenili zgolj ostanki glave in z
mesom skopih spodnjih delov obeh parov nog. V nasprotju
s tem naj bi pri telesno znatno manjsih ovcah, kozah in
prasicih zaloge v posameznih stanovanjskih hi$ah bistveno
pogosteje obsegale vecje kose zgolj v grobem obdelanih
kadavrov, ki naj bi vkljucevali tudi Se pripadajoce kosti.
Zakaj kazejo zivalski ostanki z obmocja delavnic v tem
smislu druga¢no sliko, ni lahko pojasniti, zelo verjetno pa
je taksno stanje povezano z domnevo, da pri omenjenih
kosteh/zobeh pravzaprav sploh ne gre za ostanek v ognju
uni¢enih prehranskih zalog. Zanimivo: v okviru treh
podrobneje analiziranih delavnic so ozgane Zivalske kosti
lezale na hodnih povrsinah ter v polnilih posameznih
jam. Pravzaprav teh najdb ni bilo zgolj na obmod¢ju trase
obeh odto¢nih kanalov juzno (in torej zunaj) hise 23/1.

manjse Stevilo ostankov je bilo tu namre¢ odkritih znotraj
vzhodnega (= glavnega) prostora, nekoliko ve¢ jih je lezalo
v t. i. preddverju, najvecja koli¢ina Zivalskih kosti in zob pa
izvira z dvori$¢a ob delavnici (sl. 9).

71 Namembnost teh jam $e ni poznana, vendar kaZe, da ne
gre za obi¢ajne shrambne jame (cf. Svolj$ak, Dular 2016, 129).

central and west rooms lay in the fills of the few pits dug
into the floors.”! With this in mind, the animal remains
in the east rooms should be seen as supplies left behind
by the inhabitants fleeing from fire. This would also
explain the presence of several burnt bones, amongst
which mandible fragments and feet bones greatly prevail
(Figs. 7 and 8). Since these skeletal elements originate
from the least meaty parts of the carcass, their exposure
to fire must have been much more direct relative to the
long bones, which were supposedly protected by the
still attached meat.

A parallel analysis of workshops took into con-
sideration the data for Houses 12/1, 22/1 and 23/1.
Unfortunately, the preservation of Houses 12/1 and
22/1 was rather poor, limiting the observations to the
material from the few documented pits. Taxonomically,
no discrepancies relative to what has been seen in resi-
dential units have been detected, confirming the leading
role of caprines and cattle over pig (Tab. 8; Fig. 9). The
skeletal element representation data, on the other hand,
did reveal a noteworthy peculiarity: the abundance of
cattle remains originating from the more meaty parts
of the carcass significantly exceeds the values observed
in the two analysed residential units (Tab. 8; Figs. 7-9).

The prevalence of cattle cranial and feet skeletal
elements in the storage rooms of Houses 8 and 15A/1
might indicate that the time-consuming and labour-
intensive process of separating the meat from large
limb long bones occurred in the courtyards and along
the streets outside the residential units or, else, within a
special-purpose building (see below for the discussion
on House 14). In such a way, veal/beef would mostly
have been stored as fillets or any other sorts of bone-
less meat, with feet and possibly heads representing a
specific exception. In the case of fairly small sheep, goat
and pig, individual family supplies seemingly much
more frequently consisted of largely unprocessed parts
of the carcass with bones still attached. The situation
in workshops differs, which is not easy to explain; it is
possible that these bones do not represent the remains
of meat supplies left behind in destructive fire episodes.
This does not mean that workshops revealed no burnt
bone fragments. On the contrary! In the three analysed
workshops, burnt bones were found both on the ground
and in most of the pits, with the only bone assemblage
including no burnt bones being that from the sediments
above the drainage canals outside (!) House 23/1.

The latter circumstance could lead to the conclu-
sion that here as well the presence of burnt bones was re-
lated to destructive fires affecting individual workshops.
However, such an explanation does not correspond with

some more were collected from its anteroom, while most
originate from outside the workshop (Fig. 9).

71 The function of these pits is unknown, but they were
supposedly not used for food storage (cf. Svoljsak, Dular 2016,
129).
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Na podlagi navedene ugotovitve bi bilo na prvi
pogled mogoce sklepati, da so bile tudi oZgane kosti z
obmog¢ja delavnic ognju izpostavljene ob pozaru. Vendar
tak$ni interpretaciji nasprotujejo nekatere ugotovitve v
zveziz jamo, v kateri je bilo odkritih najveé Zivalskih kosti
in zob (tj. hisa 22/1: jama 4). Velika ve¢ina tam najdenih
ostankov — oZganih in neoZzganih - je lezala v priblizno
15 cm debeli plasti oglenih drobcev in zemlje na dnu te
najmanj 60 cm globoke jame. Ker pa je omenjeno polnilo
prekrivala plast sivorjave zemlje,”? kakrsni koli povrsinski
ogenj (vklju¢no s pozarom) ni imel znatnega neposred-
nega stika in torej vpliva na kosti z dna jame.”> Ob tem
je podrobna analiza tam najdenih oZganih ostankov
pokazala, da so bile ognju neposredno izpostavljene zgolj
epifize posameznih dolgih kosti in kosti spodnjega dela
nog. Ker je bila kostnina ve¢inoma rjavkasto do ¢rnkasto
obarvana, posamezni odlomki brz¢as niso bili dlje ¢asa
izpostavljeni temperaturam nad 400 °C.7*

Je mogoce predstavljene ugotovitve navezati na
svojevrstne ¢lovekove aktivnosti, kjer diafize dolgih
kosti ne bi bile neposredno izpostavljene ognju zaradi
zascitne vloge nanje $e vedno priraslega mesa? V tak$nem
primeru bi kazalo vsaj del v jami odkritih zivalskih kosti
razumeti kot kuhinjski odpadek, ki bi nastal ob pripravi
hrane na raznju. Moznost, da so bile ognju izpostavljene
med dimljenjem mesa, se zdi manj verjetna, a naceloma
obstaja. Na najdi$¢u sicer ni bila odkrita nobena kovinska
kljuka, na kateri bi lahko v ta namen obesili kose zivalskih
kadavrov. Je pa v tem smislu zanimiva najdba kozje/ov¢je
distalne golenice iz hi$e 15, na kateri je bila luknja, ki bi
naceloma utegnila sluziti prav za obeSanje (spodnjega
dela?) zadnje noge med dimljenjem.” Kakor koli Ze,
popolno razumevanje razlogov za odloZitev najdenih
zivalskih kosti in zob na dno obravnavane jame v tem
trenutku ni mogoce. Je pa treba v zvezi s tem poudariti,
da zbiri ozganih ostankov iz posameznih delovnih jam
v smislu okoli$¢in njihove izpostavljenosti ognju niso
povsem enotni (glej npr. fab. 8).7¢ Z drugimi besedami:
skupki zivalskih ostankov iz posameznih delovnih jam/
delavnic ne delijo vsi iste tafonomske zgodovine. To je
pravzaprav pri¢akovano, saj je bila na ravni posameznih
delavnic ugotovljena dolo¢ena mera funkcionalne specia-
lizacije (npr. v hiSah 4 in 22A/1 naj bi se izvajale pretezno
metalurske dejavnosti, medtem ko bi bilo mogoce hiso
23/1 razumeti kot delavnico loncarja””).

Zadnji komentar je namenjen hisi 14. Na podlagi
rezultatov arheoloske $tudije je bil omenjeni stavbi

72 Svoljgak, Dular 2016, 159.

73 Asmussen 2009.

74 Walker, Miller, Richman 2008.

75 Bartosiewicz 1985, Pl. 2: 2; glej Se Becker 1986, 287-288.

76 Med gradivom iz jam hiSe 23/1 je bil tako pretezni del
ognju izpostavljenih odlomkov pravzaprav kalciniran, pri
¢emer Stevilénost sezganih diafiz dolgih kosti ni v ni¢emer
zaostajala za $tevil¢nostjo sezganih epifiz.

77 Glej tu Dular, Tecco Hvala, 72-73.
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the observations related to Pit 4 in House 22/1, which
yielded the greatest number of bone remains. A great
majority of these bones — both burnt and unburnt - lay
in the approx. 15 cm thick layer of crushed charcoal
mixed with earth on the bottom of the originally at
least 60 cm deep pit. It is important to note that the
charcoal layer on the bottom of this pit was covered by
grey-brown earth,”? which prevented any superficial fire
event from directly affecting the bones sealed within the
charcoal layer.”* A more detailed analysis of the animal
finds from Pit 4 clearly show that only the epiphyseal
parts of the individual long bone fragments and sev-
eral of the recovered feet bones were burnt. Moreover,
the brownish/blackish or black colour of most burnt
specimens shows that the exposure temperature did
not exceed 400 °C.74

Can the described phenomena be related to ac-
tivities, in which long bone diaphyses were not directly
exposed to the fire-generated heat, possibly due to the
protection offered by the meat still attached to them?
If this was the case, than at least part of the animal
remains found within the pit could represent kitchen
waste, produced while preparing the meat on the spit.
Less likely, the bones could have been burned during the
process of meat smoking. No metal hooks were found at
Most na Soci, but the existence of such a practice could
be indicated by the discovery in House 15 of a sheep/
goat distal tibia fragment bearing a hole, possibly used
to hang (part of) the animal’s leg.”> Whichever the rea-
son, it is still not clear how and why the animal remains
ended up discarded on the bottom of the pit. It has to
be stressed, however, that not all pits in the workshops
yielded the same results in the way of the burnt skeletal
element representation data (see e.g. Tab. 8) and the
intensity of the fire exposure traces.”® In other words,
the bone assemblages from different work pits/work-
shops are expected to have had different taphonomic
histories. The latter is not surprising, considering that
not all the workshops were used for the same activities
(e.g. Houses 4 and 22A/1 are believed to have been used
by metalworkers, while House 23/1 may have served for
pottery making’”).

A specific bone assemblage was unearthed in House
14, interpreted as having a special, possibly public func-
tion. Its great number of recovered animal bones and
a fairly good representation of cattle skeletal elements

72 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 159.

73 Asmussen 2009.

74 Walker, Miller, Richman 2008.

75 Bartosiewicz 1985, PL. 2: 2; also see e.g. Becker 1986,
287-288.

76 Amongst the bone material from the pits of House
23/1, for instance, a great part of the burnt bones was cal-
cined, with the abundance of affected long bone diaphyses
not falling behind the number of burnt epiphyses.

77 See here Dular, Tecco Hvala, 72-73.
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S 14: 1zbor zivalskih ostankov iz hi$e 4 z Mosta na Soci: 1 - sezgana stopalnica jelena s sledmi odiranja; 2 — sezgana dlan¢nica
drobnice s pre¢nimi razpokami, nastalimi med izpostavljenostjo ognju; 3-7 — sezgani odlomki jelenovih rogovij, od katerih
nekateri izkazujejo sledi ¢lovekovih aktivnosti; 8-10 - sezgani odlomki kozjih roznic. (Foto: D. Valoh)

Fig. 14: A selection of animal remains from House 4 at Most na Soci: 1 - burnt red deer metatarsus bearing skinning marks; 2 -
burnt caprine metacarpus with heat-generated transversal cracks; 3-7 — burnt red deer antler fragments, some showing traces
of human activities; 8—10 — burnt goat horn core fragments. (Photo: D. Valoh)

pripisan poseben druzbeni pomen, saj naj bi sluzila kot
javni prostor oziroma prostor izvajanja javnih aktivnosti.
Svojstvene so tudi nekatere od arheozoologkih ugotovitev,
med katerimi kaze omeniti predvsem dale¢ najvedje $te-
vilo vseh zbranih Zivalskih kosti in zob ter nadpovpre¢no
dobro zastopanost skeletnih elementov iz bolj mesnatih
delov trupa pri govedu. Pri tem je zanimivo, da je mo-
goce vzporednice s tak$no sliko najti v obeh manjsih
shrambnih prostorih stanovanjskih hig 8 in 15A/1. Ce bi
bilo razmeroma veliko $tevilo Zivalskih ostankov v obeh
navedenih prostorih mogoce interpretirati kot ostanek v
pozaru uni¢enih zalog (mesne) hrane, bi nekaj podobnega
nemara utegnilo drzati tudi v primeru hise 14. Vendar pa
gradivo z obmocdja obeh manjsih shramb skoraj ne vsebuje
govejih kosti iz najbolj mesnatih delov telesa, medtem
ko jih je bilo na obmocju stavbe 14 odkritih razmeroma
veliko (tab. 9). Pravzaprav se zdijo v slednjem primeru
podpovpre¢no zastopane zgolj kosti spodnjega dela nog
in eventualno roznice. Na podlagi navedenega bi kazalo
sklepati, da je hi$a 14 (med drugim?) sluzila kot prostor
sistemati¢nega sekundarnega kosanja Zivalskih kadavrov,
morda pa tudi (zacasne?) hrambe in/ali celo termi¢ne
obdelave predhodno pripravljenih porcij. Najmanj pri
govedu je sekundarno kosanje vklju¢evalo lo¢evanje
mesa od kosti, pri ¢emer je utegnil del mesa nato konéati
v shrambah posameznih stanovanjskih his.

Na podlagi skoraj$nje odsotnosti prstnic, sploh v
primerjavi z razmeroma velikim $tevilom velikostno pri-
merljivih izoliranih zob, bi kazalo akt zakola in primarno
procesiranje zivalskih kadavrov brz¢as domnevati na neki
drugi lokaciji. Piclost odkritih prstnic bi bilo naceloma
mogoce razloziti tudi s tem, da so ti skeletni elementi
praviloma ostajali pritrjeni na Zivalske koZe in so bili torej
skupaj z njimi transportirani na druge lokacije znotraj na-
selbine. O tem, da so Zivali res odirali, ne nazadnje pri¢ajo
pri tem procesu nastali vrezi na dveh od skupno devetih
odkritih govejih prvih prstnicah s tega obmo¢ja. Vendar
bivtem primeru kazalo v hisi 14 domnevati tudi izvajanje
primarnega kosanja zivali, kar pa je glede na njeno lego v
naselbini malo verjetno (sl. 13). Tovrstne aktivnosti so se
namre¢ zaradi neprijetnih vonjav praviloma izvajale na
nekoliko bolj izoliranih lokacijah, po moznosti vzdolz rek
zalaZje odstranjevanje velikih koli¢in nastajajo¢ih organ-
skih odpadkov.”® Pi¢lost ostankov govejih in kozjih roznic
kaze razloziti z njihovo uporabo kot surovino za izdelavo
orodij, zaradi ¢esar so bile najbrz odstranjene kmalu po

78 Bartosiewicz 2003.
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from meaty parts of the carcass stand apart from other
buildings, with only partial parallels that may help to
unravel its purpose. The parallels are the animal finds
from the two small storage rooms in the eastern parts
of the two analysed residential units (i.e. Houses 8 and
15A/1, respectively). If the relative abundance of finds
recovered in both of these rooms is indeed indicative of
meat supplies having perished in a fire, then a similar
scenario might be applicable for House 14 as well. We
should remember that almost no cattle bones from the
meatiest anatomical regions of the carcass were found in
the two storage rooms, while House 14 revealed plenty
(Tab. 9). Here, the only underrepresented skeletal ele-
ments are foot bones and possibly horn cores. House
14 may therefore have served as a place for secondary
butchering of animal carcasses, possibly also for either
(temporarily?) storing or even preparing food, with
everything supposedly done on a relatively large scale.
During secondary butchering of cattle carcasses, bone-
less meat portions for local preparation and/or takeaway
might have been prepared.

The near absence of phalanges, which contrasts
with the fairly high number of similarly sized isolated
teeth, indicates that culling of animals and primary
butchering must have been performed elsewhere. Al-
ternatively, the low abundance of phalanges could have
been caused by skinning, since these skeletal elements
often remain attached to the hides. The evidence of skin-
ning may be the typical cut-marks observed in two of a
total of 9 cattle first phalanges recovered in House 14.
Following this scenario, primary butchering would
also have been performed there. This, however, seems
rather improbable as primary cattle butchering sites are
expected to have been spatially isolated from the core
of the settlement due to the associated bad smells and
possibly located along river banks for an easier discard of
the butchering waste.”® Similarly as with phalanges, the
small number of recovered horn cores is to be explained
by their detachment following culling in order for them
to be used as raw material for tool production.

The several burnt specimens recovered in House
14, including fragments of long bone diaphyses, might
be indicative of at least part of the archaeozoological ma-
terial representing secondary butchery and/or kitchen
waste (temporarily?) discarded in the very area of the
house, which was then exposed to the fire that destroyed

78 Bartosiewicz 2003.
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zakolu in prenesene na druge lokacije (glej razpr§enost
tovrstnih najdb na sliki 13).

Prisotnost posameznih ozganih kostnih odlomkov,
med katerimi so tudi diafize dolgih kosti, bi bilo mogoce
razloziti z (za¢asnim?) odlaganjem odpadkov sekundar-
nega kosanja/priprave hrane kar na obmodju hise 14,
kjer naj bi jih nato skupaj s stavbo zajel pozar. Tak$no
tezo podkrepljuje odkritje dveh brz¢as zavrzenih kostnih
odlomkov s sledmi pasjih zob. Vendar zaradi razmeroma
velikega $tevila Zivalskih ostankov z obmocja hise 14 teh
vedinoma ni utemeljeno razlagati kot odpadek, saj naj
bi bile posamezne stavbe redno ¢is¢ene (glej zgoraj).
Pretezni del zbranih Zivalskih kosti bi naj tako pomenil
ostanek v pozaru uni¢enih (za¢asnih?) prehranskih za-
log, morda namenjenih obrednemu javnemu uzivanju.

Ob upostevanju vseh predstavljenih rezultatov je
mogoce ugotoviti, da se je vecji del vsakodnevnih dejav-
nosti odvijal v okviru posameznih gospodinjstev (glej npr.
razpr$enost pogosto delno obdelanih primerkov jelenovih
rogovij in govejih/kozjih roznic; sl 13). Manjde $tevilo
strate$ko pomembnejsih aktivnosti pa vendarle izkazuje
doloceno stopnjo specializacije in centralizacije. Primer
slednjega bi utegnilo pomeniti domnevno mnozi¢no
sekundarno kosanje Zivalskih kadavrov, vklju¢no z more-
bitno pripravo hrane v okviru hise 14, pa tudi metalurski
delavnici v hisah 4 in 22A/1 ter lonc¢arjeva delavnica v hisi
23/1.7 Specializacija niti v omenjenih primerih ni bila
popolna, o ¢emer med drugim pri¢ajo nekatere od pred-
stavljenih arheozoologkih ugotovitev. Ob Ze obravnavanih
specifikah kostnega zbira iz velike delovne jame z obmoc¢ja
hige 22/1 (jama 4; glej str. 499) kaZe na tem mestu omeniti
predvsem nekatere lastnosti gradiva iz hise 4. Izmed arhe-
oloskih najdb so bili na tem obmo¢ju med drugim odkriti
posamezna livarsko-kovinska orodja (npr. ve¢ razli¢nih
kalupov, brusna kamna in brusna koluta) in koscki str-
jene bronaste taline, kar stavbo upravi¢eno oznacuje kot
metalursko delavnico.®” Vendar je bil na istem obmocju
odkrit tudi manjsi skupek odlomkov jelenovih rogovij
in govejih/kozjih roznic (N = 9), izmed katerih so bile
na posameznih primerkih prepoznane sledi ¢lovekovih
aktivnosti, in jelenja stopalnica s sledmi odiranja (sl. 14).
Ker navedenih zivalskih ostankov ni mogoce razumeti kot
obicajen klavniski/kuhinjski odpadek, bi lahko njihova
prisotnost pri¢ala o (ob¢asnem?) lokalnem izvajanju $e
nekaterih postranskih aktivnosti.

SKLEP

Predstavljeni arheozoologki rezultati kazejo na
socialno razslojenost in funkcionalno specializacijo Ze-
leznodobne skupnosti z Mosta na So¢i. Pri tem je seveda
dobrodoslo, da so stevilne ugotovitve v celoti skladne
z rezultati analize arheoloskega gradiva (glej, denimo,

7% Glej tu Dular, Tecco Hvala, 72-73.
80 Svoljsak, Dular 2016, 67.

502

the entire building. In line with this is the presence of two
evidently discarded bone fragments bearing dog gnaw-
ing marks. The fairly high number of animal bones from
House 14, however, precludes most of them to be inter-
preted as discarded butchery/kitchen waste, since the
houses are believed to have been regularly cleaned (see
above). Thus, an important part of the recovered bones
should rather be seen as representing what remained of
(even if only temporarily) stored meat supplies, possibly
for communal consumption or distribution.

Overall, the presented data indicate an array of
everyday tasks performed within individual households
(see e.g. the distribution of often worked deer antlers
and bovid horn cores; Fig. 13). A very limited number
of more strategic activities does seem to show a higher
level of specialisation, as well as centralisation. The hy-
pothetical large-scale secondary butchering and possibly
food-preparing practices in House 14 might represent
such an example, as do the presumed metallurgic work-
shops in Houses 4 and 22A/1 or the potter’s workshop
in House 23/1.7° Even here, however, specialisation does
not appear to have been complete. Archaeozoological
indications of the latter are to be found in the already
discussed peculiarities related to the animal bones
from Pit 4 in House 22/1 (see p. 498—-499), but also in
those originating from House 4. Here, the discovery
of a mould for casting small rings and another one
for casting spearheads, a casting ladle and some other
casting and metalworking tools®’ convincingly identify
the structure as a specialised metallurgic workshop.
The same area also yielded a considerable collection of
red deer antler and bovid horn core fragments (N = 9),
some of which bear traces of human activities, as well
as a red deer metatarsus with skinning marks (Fig. 14).
Since these animal remains cannot be interpreted as
food and/or butchery waste, their presence might be
indicative of some side activities (occasionally?) taking
place in the same building.

CONCLUSIONS

The archaeozoological results argue for the ex-
istence of some sort of social stratification and func-
tional differentiation in the population of the Iron
Age Most na Soci. Many of the observations clearly
fall in line with what has been proposed on the basis
of archaeological observations (see, for instance, the
correlation of the results relative to the purpose of
individual houses®'). Paradoxically, however, the few
discrepancies might prove themselves to be even more
valuable, as they can point to special features that

79 See here Dular, Tecco Hvala, 72—73.
80 Svoljgak, Dular 2016, 67.
81 See here p. 497 vs. Dular, Tecco Hvala, 73-78.
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ujemanje med poskusi interpretacije namembnosti
posameznih prostorov/his®!). In vendar bi se utegnilo
izkazati, da so za bolj$e razumevanje kompleksnosti
proucevane druzbe véasih dragocenej$e podrobnosti,
pri katerih se arheozooloske in arheoloske ugotovitve
ne ujemajo v celoti. Tak$na razhajanja lahko opozorijo
na specifike, ki bi sicer brz¢as ostale za vedno skrite.®?

81 Glej tu str. 497-502 in Dular, Tecco Hvala, 73-78.
82 Glej npr. Toskan, Dirjec 2010 nasproti Dular, Tomani¢
Jevremov 2010, 95-97.
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Pril. 1: Podatki o stopnji obrabe Zvekalne povrsine zob pri govedu iz Zeleznodobne naselbine Most na So¢i. Obrazlozitev okrajsave:
M.W.S. - spodnjeceljustni¢na stopnja obrabe (sensu Grant 1982).
App. 1: Tooth wear stage data for cattle specimens from Iron Age Most na So¢i. Explanation of the abbreviation: M.W.S. - Man-

dibular Wear Stage (sensu Grant 1982).

St. primerkov Stopnja obrabe / Wear stage MWS
No. of specimens P, M, M, M, S
1 G C A 23
1 G D 23-26
1 J G 33-35
1 ] H 36
1 K G E 36-38
4 K 34-44
1 K G G 39
1 K K D 39
2 G 37-46
2 K K 42-44
5 i 44-47
1 L 41-47
1 G 41-50
1 L K G 43
1 L K H 44
1 H 44
1 L K ] 45
1 L K K 46
1 K i 45-46
1 K K 46-47
1 N 46-50
1 K 46-50
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Pril. 2: Podatki o stopnji obrabe Zvekalne povrsine zob pri prasi¢u iz Zeleznodobne naselbine Most na So¢i. Starost ob zakolu
(podana v mesecih) je bila ocenjena na podlagi smernic, ki jih je objavila Lemoine et al. 2014.

App. 2: Tooth wear stage data for pig specimens from Iron Age Most na Soci. The age-at—death (given in months) was assessed
following Lemoine et al. 2014.

St. primerkov Stopnja obrabe / Wear stage Ocenjena starost

No. of specimens M, M, M, Assessed age
3 7 4
. s 6-8
2 7
1 7/8 8-16
1 10 7/8
1 9 12-16
1 11 9 8
1 11 10 12 -30
1 12
1 11 8 18 - 30
1
5 12-52
1 10
1 10 8
1 18-72
1
2 8/9
1 13
] 14 30-52
1 11
1 11 9 30 - 72
2
1 10 52 - 96
1 15 9 72 - 96
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Pril. 3a: Podatki o stopnji obrabe zvekalne povrsine zob pri drobnici iz Zeleznodobne naselbine Most na So¢i za do tri leta stare
zivali. Starost ob zakolu (podana v mesecih) je bila ocenjena na podlagi smernic, ki so jih objavili Payne 1973; 1985 in Greenfield,
Arnold 2008. Podatki za ovco so zapisani leZece, tisti za kozo krepko; preostali podatki se nanasajo na primerke, kjer opredelitev
do nivoja vrste ni bila mogoca.

App. 3a: Tooth wear stage data for sheep/goat specimens from Iron Age Most na Soci for up to three years old animals. The age-
at—death (given in months) was assessed following Payne 1973; 1985 and Greenfield, Arnold 2008. Data for sheep are shown in
italics, those for goat in bold; the remaining data refer to sheep/goat.

St. primerkov Stopnja obrabe / Wear stage Ocenjena starost
No. of specimens dp, M, M, M, Assessed age

1 0
1 3 <2
1 4
1 4 <3
1 4A 4,5-7
1 6 4,5-10,5
1 7 6A 4A 6-12
1 7 2A

2+2 7 -2
1 9A 7A 2A
1 9A 7A 4A
1 9A 9A 4A
1 9A 2A
1 9A 4A
1 9A 5A
1 3 9A 5A .
1 9A 5A 0
1 9A 6A 0
1 9A 6A 1A
1 3A
2 4A
4 5A
4 6A

745 9A
2 9A 7A 12-36
1 7A
1 10G
1 8A
i z %A A 13,5-19,5
1 10
1 9A 8A 6G
1 9A 9A 2A
1 9A 9A 4A
1 9A 9A 6A
1 11A 8A 5A
3 8A 24-36
6 2A
10 4A
2 5A
1 6A
1 7A
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Pril. 3b: Podatki o stopnji obrabe zvekalne povr$ine zob pri drobnici iz Zeleznodobne naselbine Most na Soci za nad dve leti stare
zivali. Starost ob zakolu (podana v mesecih) je bila ocenjena na podlagi smernic, ki so jih objavili Payne 1973; 1985 in Greenfield,
Arnold 2008. Podatki za ovco so zapisani leZece, tisti za kozo krepko; preostali podatki se nanasajo na primerke, kjer opredelitev
do nivoja vrste ni bila mogoca.

App. 3b: Tooth wear stage data for sheep/goat specimens from Iron Age Most na Soci for above two years old animals. The age-
at—death (given in months) was assessed following Payne 1973; 1985 and Greenfield, Arnold 2008. Data for sheep are shown in
italics, those for goat in bold; the remaining data refer to sheep/goat.

St. primerkov Stopnja obrabe / Wear stage Ocenjena starost
No. of specimens dp, M, M, M, Assessed age
1 9A 7A
1 9A 8A 2A
1 9A 8A 6G 24-48
1 9A 8A
242 9A 9A
10 9A
1 9A 11G 47
2+1 9A 9A 7G
1 10A 9A 9G
1+1 11A 9A
1 11A 9A 9G
1 14A 9A 9G
2 9A 4A 36748
1 7G
1 8G
3 9G
5 10G
1 10A
1 11A
1 12A 9A
1 12A
1 14A 9A
1+1 14A
1 9A 11G 36-72
3 10A 9A 11G
2 11A 9A 9G
1+3 12A 9A 11G
1+1 14A 9A 11G
1+1 15A 9A 11G
1 9A 11G
1 15A 12A 11G
2 15A 14A 11G 48-96
14+ 1 11G
1 12A 11G 72-96
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Pril. 4: Zastopanost Zivalskih taksonov v gradivu z Mosta na So¢i po posameznih higah/gradbenih fazah. Podatki za hide 1/2, 2/2,
3-8,12/1,15A/11in 2, 22A/2 ter 23/1 so prikazani v tabeli 5. Opomba: skupno $tevilo najdb na hiso lahko presega vsoto najdb za
posamezne od gradbenih faz, saj del arheozooloskega gradiva ni bilo mogoce z zanesljivostjo navezati na katero od gradbenih faz.
App. 4: Taxa abundance data at Most na So¢i per house/construction phase. Data for Houses 1/2, 2/2, 3-8, 12/1, 15A/1&2, 22A/2
and 23/1 are shown in Table 5. Note: the total number of finds per house may exceed the sum of values given per individual
construction phase, since part of the excavated material didn’t allow for a reliable attribution to one of the construction phases.

Takson
Taxon

H3/1&2
H12/1&2
H 14/3

H 14/1-3
H15/3

H 15A/3
H 15A/1-3

H9
H 10
H11
H13
H 16
H17
H 18

Bos taurus 18 1 15 6 81 7 85 436 31 15 71 76 4 1
Caprinae 37 24 7 281 2 70 506 37 13 67 102
Sus cf. domesticus 4 4 1 139 1 35 71 6 7 24 8

Canis familiaris 11 1

Equus caballus 2 1
Cervus elaphus 3 1 1 1 4 2 4
Capreolus capreolus

Bos primigenius
Sus cf. scrofa 1 2 2 10

Lepus europaeus 1

Martes martes
Vulpes vulpes
Ursus arctos
Bos sp.

Canis sp. 1
3 Mammalia 75 1 43 15 504 10 191 1009 75 35 166 192 18 1
Gallus domesticus 1
2 Aves 2
Indeterminatus 13 - 40 4 377 11 190 1159 31 16 176 262 14 -

Takson
Taxon

H20
H22
H22A/2
H22A/1&2
H23/2
H23/1&2
H24
H25

H 26/1

H 26/2

H 26/1&2
H27
H29

H19

Bos taurus 15 2 43 8 21 70 09 4 43 27 31 87 61 128
Caprinae 9 1 80 6 22 181 241 8 55 32 51 123 228 164
Sus cf. domesticus 5 1 20 1 5 12 19 3 8 18 8 30 12 32
Canis familiaris 2

—
—
—

Equus caballus
Cervus elaphus 2 1 2 1 1 3 6

Capreolus capreolus 1

Bos primigenius
Sus cf. scrofa 1 2
Lepus europaeus 1

Martes martes

Vulpes vulpes

Ursus arctos
Bos sp. 1

Canis sp.
¥ Mammalia 29 4 147 16 48 263 371 16 108 80 190 352 303 325
Gallus domesticus
X Aves

Indeterminatus 29 1 148 24 57 379 471 17 155 85 443 626 702 340
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Takson
Taxon

H 30

H 31

H32

H33

Bos taurus

67

57

17

Caprinae

159

55

Sus cf. domesticus

21

12

Canis familiaris

Equus caballus

Cervus elaphus

Capreolus capreolus

Bos primigenius

Sus cf. scrofa

Lepus europaeus

Martes martes

Vulpes vulpes

Ursus arctos

Bos sp.

Canis sp.

3 Mammalia

250

130

34

Gallus domesticus

2 Aves

Indeterminatus

284

280

13
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